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is hereby attached to Reeves County 
for judicial and all other purposes. 
and the unorganized County of Crane 
is hereby attached to Ector County 
for judicial and all other purposes. 

Sec. 5. That the Eighty-second Ju
dicial District of the State of Texas 
is hereby created and shall be com
posed of the Counties of Edwards, 
Crockett, Sutton, Reagan, Upton, and 
Pecos, and the district courts shall be 
holden therein as follows: In the 
County of Edwards on the last Monday 
in January and August, and may con
tinue in session four weeks; In the 
County of Sutton on the third Mon· 
day after the first Monday In Fehru
ary and September, and may c.intlnue 
In S('~sfon three weeks; !n the County 
of Crockett on the sixth Monday after 
the first Monday In February and SPJJ· 
temher, and may contlnue In session 
three weeks; In the County of Rea
l'?an on the ninth Monday after the 
first Monday in February and Septc·m
ber and may continue In sr.sshm two 
we.eks; In the County of TJ1Jt:n1 on 
the eleventh Monday aft~r the first 
Monday in February and Se1)tember 
and may continue In ses$lon t.wo 
weeks; in the County of Peco3 on the 
thirteenth Monday after the first llfon· 
day in February and September; and 
may continue In session until the 
business Is disposed of. 

Sec. 6. The Governor shall, Imme
diately after the passage of this Act, 
appoint a suitable person qualified un
der the Constitution of the State of 
Texas, as a judge of the Eighty-second 
Judicial District as herein constituted, 
who shall hold such office until the 
next general election, and nntll his 
successor shall have been elected and 
qua lifted. 

Sec. 7. Th-e Governor shall, imme
diately after the passage of this Act. 
appoint a suitable person qualified un
der the Constitution and laws of the 
State or Texas, as district atorney of 
the Eighty-second Judicial District as 
herein constituted, who shall hold 
such office until the next general 
election, and until bis successor shall 
have been elected and qualified; the 
district attorney of said district shall 
thereafter be elected as provided by 
the Constitution and laws of the State 
of Texas for the election of the dis
trict attorneys. 

Sec. 8. That all process issuing out 
of the district courts or any of the 
~untl!!ll ])&med In tbls Act or issued 

or served before this Act takes ef
fect, Including recognizances and 
bonds, returnable to the district court 
of any such respectlv.e counties, shall 
be considered as returnable to such re
spective courts in accordance wltb the 
terms and time of holding same as pre
scribed in and fixed by this Act; and 
all such process is hereby legalized. 
And all grand and petit juries drawn 
and selected under existing laws for 
any of the counties of said. districts 
shall be considered lawfully drawn 
and selected for the next term of the 
respective district courts held after 
this Act takes etrect, and all such 
process Is hereby legalized and val
idated. 

Sec. 9. That if any court In any 
county of said judicial district shall 
be In session at the time this Act 
takes effect, such court affected here
by shall continue in session until tbe 
term thereof shall expire under the 
provisions of existing laws; there
after the court of said county shall 
conform to the requirements of this 
Act. 

Sec. 10. That all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict with the provisions 
of this Act shall be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 11. Whereas, the rapid settle
ment of the counties mentioned in this 
Act, the Increase of lltlgatlon, the 
crowded condition of the dockets of 
such counties, the necessity fur the 
creation of the new district. and con
sequent necessity for readjustment of 
the times of holding court in all such 
counties, creates an Imperative public 
necessity and an emergency exist11 
requiring the suspension of the con· 
stltutlonal rule requiring hills to be 
read on three several days: therefore, 
said constltulonal rule is hereby sus
pended, and this Act shall take elfect 
and be In force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 

THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Friday, February 23, 1917. 
The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. 

m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called to order by Lieutenant 
Governor W. P. Hobby. 

The roll was called, a :quorum' 
being present, the following ~nators 
answering to their names: 



666 SEXATE JOURNAL. 

Alderdlce. Hudspeth. 
Balley. Johnson of Hall. 
Bee. King. 
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore. 
Buchanan ofScurry.McCollum. 
Caldwell. McNealus. 
Clarie. Page. 
Dayton. Parr. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Floyd. Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall . Suiter. 
Harley. Westbrook. 
Henderson. Woodward. 
Hopkins. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston of Harris. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Jour

nal of yesterday, the same was dis
pensed with on motion of Senator 
Johnson of Hall . 

Excused. 

Senator Decherd was excused from 
attendance for today on motion of 
Senator Bee. 

Senator Johnston of Harris, for 
today and tomorrow, on motion of 

. Senator Dean. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

See Appendix. 

Committee Reports. 

See Appendix. 

Bills and Resolutions. 

By Senator King: 
S. B. No. 416, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to aid the Garrison Inde
pendent School District In Nacogdo
ches County In the rebuilding and re
furnishing perman-ent public school 
buildings destroyed by fire Novem
ber 17, 1916, by donating and grant
ing to It the State ad valorem and a 
part of the poll taxes and occupa
tion taxes collected on property and 
from persons in said Garrison Inde
pendent School District for a period 
of fiv-e years, and providing for the 
manner of collecting, disbursing and 
receipting for said money, and pro-

vlding for a penalty for their mis
application, and declaring an emer
gency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Educational Alfalrs. 

By Senator. Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. B. No. 41 7, A bill to be -entitled 

"An Act creating the Aspermont In
dependent School district in Stone
wall County, Texas; defining Its 
metes and bounds; vesting It with 
rights, powers, duties and privileges 
of independent school districts lncor
porat-ed for free school purposes un
der the General Laws of this State; 
providing' a board of trustees there
for; povfding that the outstanding 
indebtedness of the Aspemont Inde
pendent School District as same was 
incorporated und-er the General Law1:1 
of this State shall be assumed by 
the Aspermont Independent Scholll 
District as created by this Act, etc., 
and Geclarlng an emergency." 
, Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Educational Affairs. 

By Senator Harley: 
S. B. No. 418, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Section 5 of 
House Bill No. 34 , passed by the 
Thirty-fifth Legislature of the State 
of T-exas, 1917, and approved by the 
Governor of the State of Texas Feb
ruary 13, 1917, the same being a 
bill to be entitled 'An Act consti
tuting the several district judges of 
counties of certain 'population a ju
venile board of such county, and 
prescribing th-e powers and duties of 
such board, Including the appoint
ment by It of probation officers, and 
providing for the payment of com
pensation of such officers, and allow
ing the said district judges an addi
tional salary, to be paid out of the 
general fund of such county, and de
claring an emergency." 

Read first time and ·referred to 
Committee on Civil Jurisprudence. 

By Senator BeE!': 
s. B. No. 419, A blll to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 4855, Re
vised Statutes of Texas, providing 
for the exemption of certain frater
nal beneficiary associations, by pro
viding that the exemptions contained 
therein shall apply to organizations 
Issuing disability benefits not exceed
ing one thousand dollars, and declar
ing an emE!'l'gency." 

Read ftrst time and referred to 
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' Committee on Insurance and Bank
ing. 

By Senator Dayton: 
s. B. No. 420, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 7051 of 
the Revised Statutes of tlie State of 
'texas of 1911 relating to the salary 
and compensation for the expenses 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
of the State of Texas and requiring 
of said officer annual sworn state
ments of axpenses incurred by him 

. in connection with the duties of his 
office during each fiscal year, amend
ing Article 4441 of the Revised Stat
utes of the State of Texas relating 
to the annual salary of the Chief 

the Commissioner of Agri
f the State of Texas and 
ensation for expenses In
 him while traveling on the 
of the office under the di
 th-e Commissioner and the 
n which the same shall be 
 declaring an emergency." 
irst time and referred to 
e on Agricultural Affairs. 

ator Hudspeth: 
o. 421, A bill to be entitled 
 v.aUdattng all common 

stricts in this State hereto
ed, and declaring an emer

irst ·time and referred to 
e on Educational Affairs. 

ator McNealus: 
o. 422, A bill to be entitled 
 . defining common carrier 
s engaged, or to engage in 
portation of natural gas; 
 all corporations, persons, 
ips, or associations of per
 engaged, or to hereafter 

n transporting natural gas 
ce to place In the State to 
on carriers, declaring such 
carriers to be public utili
making them subject to the 
s of this Act; giving the 
Commission of Texas the 

 regulate the rates of such 
ation by such common car· 
anting them the right to es
maintain and operate tele
d telephone lines upon th-elr 
f way in connection with 
siness, and to build and 
 their lines under and across 

ot 11;long streams, highways and 
streets as other common carriers 
with~n this State; and providing 
against discrimination in favor of or 

against individuals, assocations of 
persons or corporations in the con
duct of their busin-ess; requiring 
them to exchange tonnage with 
other common carriers, and to . re
ceive and transport natural gas ten
dered to them for transportation; 
empowering said Commission to 
make rules and regulations for their 
conduct, and to require the construc
tion and maintenance by them of 
transfer and delivery stations, and 
the transfer and delivery of natural 
gas from such common carrier to 
another, and to fix the charg-es 
therefor, and to fix the amount of 
deduction to be made therefrom on 
account of leakage, and giving said 
Commission plenary power to make 
rules and regulations for the control 
of such carrier, and pow-er to enforce 
their rules and regulations and the 
provisions of this Act; fixing penal
ties for violation of this Act, and the 
rules and orders of said Commission; 
making certain violations a criminal 
offense, and fixing the penalty there
for, and providing means for th-e re
covery of such penalties as are not 
made criminal, either .by the State 
of Texas· or the party aggrieved by 
such violation, naming the tribunal 
in which such recovery may be had; 
providing for the -employment of an 
expert to assist the Commission, ,fix
ing his salary aJl,d making an appro
priation therefor; levying a tax to 
pay such salary and other expenses; 
repealing all laws in confilct with 
this Act, PrOViding that the invalid
ity of any part of this Act shall not 
invalidat-e the remaining part& here
of, and declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Internal lmprove
m-en ts. 

By Senator Bee: 
S. B. No. 423, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to restore and confer upon 
the County Court of Kerr County the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction be
longing to said court under the Con
stitution and General Statutes of 
Texas; to define the jurisdiction of 
said court; to conform the jurisdic
tion of the district court of said 
county to said change; to fix the 
time of holding court and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with this Act, 
and declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Civil Jurisprudence. 
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Sen.ate Bill No. 251-House Amend
ments ConcUITed In. 

Senator Balley called up, and 
moved that the Senatl!1 eoncur in 
House amendments to 

S. B. No. 251, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create a JIWre efficient 
road system for Live Oak County, 
Texas, and declaring an emergency " 

The following House amendments 
were laid before the Senate: 

( 1) Amend Section 5 by striking 
out the word "five" in the last line 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
•'seven. 1

' 

(2) Amend Section 13'by striking 
out the words "this act," in line 12, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "law." 

(3) Amend Section 20 by striking 
out the word "five" in the last line 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
"seven." 

The amendments were concurred 
in by the following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Alderdlce. Hopkins. 
Balle}'. Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson ot Hall. 
Buchanan ot Bell. King. 
Buchanan of Scurry. Lattimore. 
Caldwell. Page. 
Cla'.rk. Parr. 
Dayton. Smith. 
Dean. Strickland. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Woodward. 
Harley. 

Hall. 
Hende1son. 
McColl um. 

Absent. 

McNealus. 
Robbins. 
Westbrook. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston ot Harris. 

Simple Resolution No. 97. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

Senator Harley called up from 
the table S. R. No. 97 {see Journal 
of yesterday for the resolution 1n 
full) and the Chair laid the same be
fore the Senate. 

Senator Bee offered the following 
amendment, which was read and 
adopted: 

( 1) Amend the resolution by strik· 

ing out the word "instruct" in line 
10 and Insert in lieu thereof the word 
"request" and by Inserting after the 
word "to" In line 11, the words 
"continue to." 

The resolution as amended was 
adopted. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 20. 

Be it resolved by the Senate of 
Texas, the House of Representatives 
concurring, that, 

Wh'!lreas, Mrs. Rose F. Deming has 
designed a beautiful chair known as 
the: Alamo Chair; and 

Whereas, She has generously 
agreed to designate said chair as th~ 
State ot Texas Chair fre<3 cf charge 
to the State; and 

Whereas, It is such a beautiful em
blem that it should be designated, 
and It ls therefore designated as a 
State Chair to be known as the Texas 
Alamo State Chair, and lt ls so or
dered. 

STRICK.LAND, 
HUJ)SPETH. 

The resolution was read and 
adopted. 

Special Committee. 

(To visit Corsicana.) 

I move that the Lieutenant Gov
ernor appoint two members of the 
Senate to act in conjuncUon with a 
House committee already appointed 
to visit the State Orphans' Home at 
Corsicana. 

STRICKLAND. 

The motion prevallep and the 
Chair appointed Senators Robbins 
and Hopkins as such special commit~ 
tee. 

Free Conference Committee on Sen
ate Bill No. 68. 

Senator Gibson made the follow
ing motion In writing: 

I move that the Senate do not 
concur in House amendments to Sen
ate Bill No. 63, but ask for a free 
conference, and that the following 
members be elected on the part of 
the Senate: Westbrook, McNealus. 
Johnson of Hall, Harley and Hud1-
peth. 

GIBSON. 
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The motion was adopted, carrying Nays-1. 
with it the election of the members Lattimore. 
a.hove named as members of tho 
committee. Present-Not Voting. 

Bailey. Suiter. 
Senate Rill No. 235--House Amend· Buchanan of Bell. 

ments Concurred In. 

Senator Parr called up and moverl 
to concur in the House amendments 
to 

S. B. No. 235, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 23, Chap
ter 75, General Laws of Texas, cre
ating Duval and other counties, ap
proved February 1, 1858; and to 
amend Section 1, Chapter 73, Gen
eral Laws of Texas, creating Jim 
Hogg County, approved March 31, 
1913, the purpose of this Act being 
to change the boundary ' line between 
Duval and Jim Hogg Counties, and 
declaring an emergency." 

The following House amendmentra 
were laid before the Senate: 

Amend the caption of the bill by 
adding after the word "county" in 
the last line except one, and before 
the words "to repeal" the following: 
"providing for the payment by Jim 
Hogg County to Duval County the 
proportion of the liabilities of Duval 
County on the territory so taken 
from it and attached to Jim· Hogg 
County." 

Amend the bill by addtng after 
Section 2 the following: 

"Section 2a. The part of the terri-
. tory hereby detached from Duval 
County and attached to Jim Hog-g 
County shall be holden for and obli
gated to pay to Duval County its 

· proportion of all liabilities existing 
at the date the election was held to 
detach the same as provided in 
Article 1339 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes." 

On motion of Senator Parr th" 
Senate concurred in the above 
amendments by the following vote: 

Yeas-22. 

Alderdice. • Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry.King. 
Caldwell. McColl um. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Dean. Page. 
Floyd, Parr. 
Gibson. Smith. 
Harley. Strickland. 
Henderson. Westbrook. 
Hopkins. Woodward. 

Dayton. 
Hall. 

Decherd. 

Absent. 

Robbins. 

Absent-Excused. 

Johnston of Harrif. 

Bills Signed. 

The Chair (Lieutenant Governor 
Hobby), gave notice of signing, and 
did sign, in the presence of the Sen
ate, after "their captions had been 
read, the following bills : 

H. B. No. 7, A b~ll to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 7805 of 
Chapter 1 of Title 130 of the Re
vised Civil Statutes of 1911, relating 
to the issuance of permits to foreig!l 
corporations, and declaring an emer
gency." 

S. B. No. 360, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend the charter of the 
C~ty of Longview, entitled 'An Act 
to incorporate the City of Longview 
and to grant it a new charter; to 
define its powers and to prescribe its 
duties and liabilities and to declare 
an emergency,' as passed by the 
F~rst Called Session of the Thirty_ 
second Legislature of Texas, by 
amending Sections 8, 9 and 72 of 
the charter of the City of Longview 
and by adding thereto Section 9a, 
repealing certain laws and providing 
for the appointment of a city treas
urer, fl!xing · his salary and prescrib
ing his powers and duties, and fixin1' 
his term of office, and declaring an 
emergency," 

S. B. No. 290, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 2, of An 
Act creating the Jourdanton Inde
pendent School District in Atascosa 
County, Texas, being Chapter 79 of 
the Thirty-second Legislature of 
Texas, increasing the territory of 
said district. To amend Section 8 or 
said Act, provid!irJ.g for the appoint
ment of an assessor and collector for 
said district. To amend Section 23 
of said Act, providing for the ap. 
polntment of a board of equalization 
and prescribing !Jts powers and dn-
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ties. To amend Section 24 of said 
Act, regulating the time of payment 
of taxes, and declaring an emer
gency." 

S. B. No. 149, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Chapter 117 or 
the General Laws of the State of 
Texas, passed at the Regular Ses. 
sion of the Thirty-fourth Legisla
ture of Texas, and relating to county 
l!,braries." 

S. B. No. 238, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize cities, towns 
and villages, Incorporated under and 
by virtue of any Act or the Congress 
or the Republic of Texas, general or 
special, to accept the provisions of 
Chapters 1 to 13. both Inclusive, of 
T~tle 22 of the Revised Statutes of 
the State of Texas. and amendment~ 
of 1911, 1913, and 1915 thereto, 
upon a two-thirds vote of the city, 
town or village council thereof, an·l 
to authorize and empower the city, 
town or village council thereof tu 
enlarge or diminish, alter or change 
and redefine the bounds and llmitR 
of such c~tles. towns and villages so 
as to make· them conform to the re. 
quirements of Article 777 of the Re. 
vised Statutes, and providing that 
any and all property of such cities, 
towns and villages accepting the pro· 
visions of Chapters 1 to 13 of Title 
2 2 of the Revised Statutes of Texas 
shall remain the property of such 
c\ty, town or village, and may be 
sold by the councils of such cltle~. 
towns and villages and the proceeds 
of such sales appropriated ,to tht> 
purchase, acquisition or construction 
and maintenance and operation or 
systems of waterworks. sewer. gas 
and electric light and power plants 
and lightf\llg systems, and for other 
public Improvements within such 
!.'!ties, towns and villages as may be 
determined by the councils of such 
cities, towns and vlllages, and de
claring an emergency." 

S. B. No. 303, A b!U to be entitled 
"An Act amending Section 15, Chap
ter 4, of the Local and Special Laws 
of the First Called Session of the 
Thirty-first Legislature, etc." 

S. C. R. No. 18, Inviting Hon. Jos. 
W. Balley to address a joint session 
of the Thtrty-rlrth Leglsfature. 

S. C. R. No. 19, Inviting Hon. Wil
liam Jennings Bryan to address the 
joint session of the Thirty-firth Leg
islature. 

Senate Bill No. 225-House Amend
ments Concurred In. 

Senator Caldwell calJed up and 
moved to concur in the House 
amendments to 

S. B. No. 225, A bl1ll to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Georgetown In. 
dependent School District In the 
County of Williamson, State of 
Texas; defining Its boundaries; pro
viding for a board of trustees to 
manage and control the publlc free 
schools wlthl.n said district, and de
claring an emergency." 

The following House amendment 
was laid before the Senate: 

Amend Senate Biii No. 225 by In
serting In Section 1 thereor, ll,ne 16, 
after the words "Pulsifer survey" 
and before the words "for the north· 
west corner hereof" the following 
words: "at five thousand ( 5,000 l 
varas the northwest corner of said 
Jos. B. Pulsifer survey." 

On motion of Senator Caldwell the 
Senate concurred l,n the abov<1 
amendment by the following vote: 

Yeas-29. 

Alderdlce. Hudspeth. 
Balley. Johnson or Hall. 
Bee. King. 
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore. 
Buchanan ofScurry.McCollum. 
Caldwell. McNealus. 
Clark. Pag'?. 
Dayton. Parr. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Floyd. Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall. Suiter. 
Harley. Westbrook. 
Henderson. Wo•Jdward. 
Flop kins. 

Decherd. 

Absent-Excused. 

Johnston of Harris. 

House Bill No. 2. 

(Pending.) 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
as pending business: 

H. B. No. 2, A blll to be entitled 
"An Act to establish a State High
way Department, creating a Stat,e 
Highway Commission and the office 
of State Highway Engineer; pre
scribing the duties of the members 
of the commission and of the en-



SENATE JOURNAL. 671 

gineer, and fixing the compensation 
of each; prescribing reciprocal du

the commission and for the 
commissioners' court, etc." 
or Dean offered the following 
ent: 
mend the bill, Section 3, by 
out the words beginning 

 word "who" in line 2, page 
 to and including the word 
in line 20, page 3, and in
lieu thereof the following: 
ties of the." 
or Hudspeth moved to table 
endment, which motion to 
s lost by the following vote: 

Yeas-9. 

Hudspeth. 
n ofScurry.McCollum. 
 Parr. 

Woodward. 

Alderdlce. 
Bailey. 

Nays-17. 

Buchanan of Bell. 

Hopkins. 
Johnson of Hall. 
King. 

Clark. 
Payton. 
Dean. 
Floyd. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 

Lattimore. 
Smith. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Present-Not Voting. 

McNealus. 
Absent. 

Robbins. 
Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. 
Pair Recorded. 

Senator Page (present), who 
would vote Aye; Senator Johnston 
(absent), who would vote No. 

Action recurred upon the amend
ment, and the same was adopted. 

Senator Dean offered the following 
amendment: 

(3) Amend the bill, Section 3, by 
11triking out thoe words "be allowed 
actual and necessary traveling" ln 
line 31, page 3, and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 

"Receive no salaries as such, but 
shall be allowed actual and neces
sary traveling and other." 

Senator Hudspeth moved to table 
the amendment, which motion Wl\S 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the following 

amendment, which was read and 
adopted: 

(4) Amend the bill, Section 3, by 
striking out the word "two" in line 
1, page 4, and insert in lieu thereof 
the word "three." · 

Senator Dean offered the following 
amendment: 

( 5) Amend the bin, Section 4, by 
striking out the words beginning 
with the words "the chairman" in 
line 11, page 4, down to and includ
ing the 1i'gures "($15,000)" in line 
14, page 4, and Insert ln liue thereof 
the following: "in the sum of . five 
thousand ($5,000)." 

Senator Hudspeth moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted 
·Senator Dean offered the follow

ing: 
( 6) Amend the printed bill, page 5, 

line 1, by changing the period after 
the word "Act" to a semicolon and 
adding the following: "provided 
further, that said report shall con
tain an itemized statement of all 
moneys received and from what 
source, together with an itemized 
statement of all moneys paid out and 
for what purpose; and provided fur
ther, that the reports provided for 
herein shall be treated as public doc
uments and shall be open to inspec
tion by the people of this State." 

Senator Hudspeth moved to tabJ.e 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing: 
( 7) Amend the blll, Section 7, by 

striking out the word "commission" 
In line 9, page 5, and insert In lieu 
thereof the word "department." 

Senator Hudspeth moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing: 
(8) Amend the bill, Section 8, by 

striking out the words beginning 
with the word "may" in line 11, page 
6, down to and including the word 
"maintenance" ln lln'6 14, page 6, 
and insert in lieu thereof the follow
ing: "shall examine Into the fitness 
of the engineer or engineers em
ploY'l!d by said county, road district 
or municipality, in accordance with 
the rules herelnbefore mentioned." 
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Senator Caldwell moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing : 
( 9) Amend the bill, Section 10, by 

inserting between the words "connec· 
tlon" and " the" in line 29, page 7, 
the following : "and the Commission 
shall be empowered to deduct the 
expense thereof from the allotments 
of funds to such county or counties 
to accrue from registration fees of 
motor vehicles as hereinafter pro
vided for in Section 23 of this Act." 

Senator Caldwell moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing : 
( 1 O) Amend the bill, Section. 11, 

by striking out the words beginning 
with the word "provided" In line 6, 
page 8, to and Including the word 
"engineer" in line 13, page 8. 

Senator Caldwell moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing: 
( 11) Amend the bill, Section 12, 

by striking out the words beginning 
with the words "in counties" In line 
31, page 8, to and Including the word 
"year" In line 7, page 9. 

Senator Caldwell moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator Dean offered the follow

ing: 
(12) Amend the bill, Section 12, 

by striking out the words beginning 
with the words "to encourage" in 
line 13, page 9, to and Including the 
word "Act" In line 23, page 9. 

Senator Caldwell moved to table 
the amendment, which motion was 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
Senator ·Dean ottered the follow

ing amendment, which was read and 
adopted: 

(13) Amend the bill, Section 13, 
by striking out the words beginning 
with the words "The chairman" In 
line 31, page 9, to and Including the 
word "chairman" In line 3, page 10, 
and Insert In lieu thereof the follow
ing: 

"The State Highway Engineer, bT 

and with the approval of the State 
Highway Commission, shall purchase 
all necessary engineering lnstru
men ts and materials required In the 
administration of this Act and." 

Senator Dean offered the follow
ing: 

( 14) Amend the bill, Section 16, 
by inserting between the words "ve
hicle" and "the" In line 30, page 10, 
the following: 

"Other than motor vehicles In
tended for commercial or passenger 
carrying uses, and carrying or In
tending to carry a total gross load 
of more than one thousand (1,000) 
pounds per wheel." 

Senator Lattimore offered the fol
lowing amendment to the pending 
amendment, which was read and 
adopted: 

Amend amendment by inserting 
after the word "commercial" the 
word "freight." 

The amendment as amended was 
then adopted. 

Senator Dean offered the follow
ing: 

(15) Amend the bill, Section 16, 
by inserting between the figures 
" ( $ 7. 5 0)" and the words "the term" 
In line 2, page 11, the following: 

"Motor vehicles Intended for com
mercial or passenger carrying uses, 
and carrying or intending to carry a 
total gross load of more than 1,000 
pounds per wheel, shall be charged 
the following annual license fee: 
Weight in lb.s. 

per wheel. 
1,001 to 2,000 ...... . .. .. $ 
2,001 to 4,000 .. . ....... . 
4,001 to 6,000 .......... . 
6,001 to 8,000 .......... . 
8,001 to 10,000 .......... . 

Fee. 
20.00 
40.00 
60.00 

150.00 
300.00 

"For loads greater than 10,000 
pounds per wheel license fees shall 
be charged for each vehicle at the 
additional rate of $500.00 for each 
1,000 pounds Increase In weight, or 
a fraction thereof; provided, how
ever that no load great-er than 800 
pou~ds per Inch width of tire per 
wheel shall In any case be permitted; 
and further provided, that no vehicle 
of a total gross weight of more than 
fourteen tons shall be licensed by the 
Highway Commission. 

"The State Highway Engineer 
shall formulate rules for the deter
mination of weights governing 
license fees established by this Sec
tion; th-ese rules may be changed, 
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modlfted or increased by the State 
Highway Engineer with the consent 
and advice of the Commission." 

The amendment was read and 
adopted. 

Senator Dean offered the follow
ing amendments, which were read 
and adopted, being voted on sepa
rately: 

(16) Amend by striking out Sec· 
tlon 23; in the printed bill and insert
ing In Ueu thereof the following: 

Sec. 23. .All funds coming into 
the hands of the Highway Commis
sion, derived from the registration 
fees hereinabove provided for, or 
from other sources, shall be depos
ited as coUected with the State 
Treasurer to the credit of a special 
fund designated as "The State High
way Fund," and shall be paid out 
only on warrants issued by the 
State Comptroller's office upon 
vouc}lers drawn by the chairman of 
the Commission and approved by 
one member of the Commission, such 
voucher to be accompanied by Item
ized, sworn statements of the expen
ditures, except when such vouchers 
are for the regular. salaries of the 
employee of the Commission. The 
said State Highway Fund shall be 
expended by the State Highway 
Commission for the furtherance of 
public road construction and in the 
establishment of a system of State 
highways as contemplated and set 
forth in this Act; provided, that 
semi-annually on the first day of Sep
tember and the first day of March, 
respectively, beginning with Sep
tember 1, 1917, one-half of the 
gross collections of registration fees 
from all motor vehicles and motor
cycles and ·from other sources re
ceived from the several counties of 
the State by the State Highway De
partment, as provided in this Act, 
shall be remitted to the county 
treasurers of the counties from 
Which such collections were respec
tively made, and the funds so re
mitted shall constitute a special fund 
to be expended by the cQunty road 
oftlclals of the respective counties In 
the maintenance of the public roads 
of such counties. 

(17) .Amend the bill, Section 17, 
by striking out the words "or subdivi

. slons of counties" In line 4, page 12, 
and insert in lleu thereof the follow
fng: -"subdivisions of counties or by 
private Individuals or corporations.'' 

Sena.tor Batley offered the follow-

a-senaye. 

nig amendment, which was read and 
adopted: 

(18) Amend the blll, l!De 20, page 
16, by adding after the word "corpo
ration," "provided that nothing In 
this Act shall in any wise authorize or 
empower any county or incorporated 
city or town In this State to levy and 
collect any occupation tax or license 
fees on motorcycles, automobiles or 
motor trucks or motor vehicles." 

House Bill No. 2 pending. 

Recess. 

At 12: 25 o'clock p m., on motion 
of Senator Clark, the 'senate recessed 
until 2 o'cleck today. 

After Recess. 

(Afternoon Session.) 

The Senate was called to order by 
Lieutenant Governor Hobby. 

House BUI No. 2. 

(Pending.) 

Action recurred on H. B. No. 2, 
the question being upon the passage 
of the bill to its third re;i.ding. 

The bill was read second time and 
on motion of Senator Dean passed 
to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Caldwell, 
the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days was 
suspended and H. B. No. 2 put on its 
third reading and final passage by 
the following vote: 

Yeas-21. 

Alderdice. Hopkins. 
Bailey. Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Bell. King. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Lattimore. 
Caldwell. Page. 
Clark. Parr .• 
Dayton. Smith. 
Dean. Suiter. 
Floyd. Westbrook . 
Harley. 

Present-Not Voting. 

McNealus. 
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Gibson. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 
McColl um. 

Absent. 

Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston of Harrb. 

The bill was laid before the Sen
ate, read third time and passed by 
the following vote : 

Yeas-21. 

Alderdlce. Hopkins. 
Balley. Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson or Hall. 
Buchanan of Bell. King. 
Buchanan ofScurry.Latttmore. 
Caldwell. Page. 
Clark. Parr. 
Dayton. Smith. 
Dean. S11lter. 
Floyd. Westbrook. 
Harley. 

McNealus. 

Gibson. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 
McColl um. 

Nays-1. 

Absent. 

Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston of Harri~. 

Senate Bill No. 330-House Amend
ments Concurred Jn. 

Senator Parr called up and moved 
to concur in the House amend
ments to 

S. B. No. 330, A bill to b-e entitled 
"An Act to create a Criminal District 
Court for the Counties of Nueces, 
Kleberg, Willacy and Cameron, and 
to prescribe the jurisdiction thereof 
as a criminal court; and also confer
ring upon said court the power to 
try and determine divorce suits, to 
fix time for holding the terms there
of, and declaring an emergency." 

The following House amendments 
were laid before the Senate: 

Amend Senate blll No. 330 by In
serting In the first line of the caption 
after the word "act," the following : 
"to reorganize the Twenty- eighth 
Judicial District of the State Of 
Texas, and." 

Amend Section 6 of Senate Bill No. 
330 so as to hereafter read as fol
lows: 

"Sec. 6. The terms of aald Crim
inal District Court shall be held In 
said district each year as follows: 

"In the county of Nuecea on the 
first Monday In April of each year, 
and may continue In session ten 
weeks; on the first Monday In Octo
ber In each year, and may continue 
In session ten weeks. 

"In the county of Kleberg on the 
tenth Monday after the first MIOnday 
In April of each year, and may con
tinue in session four weeks; on the 
tenth Monday after the first Monday 
In October, and may continue In ses
sion four weeks. 

"In the county of Willacy on the 
fourteenth Monday after the first 
Monday in April of each year, and 
may continue in session two weeks; 
on the fourteenth Monday after the 
first Monday In October, and may 
continue in session two weeks. 

"In the county of Cameron on the 
sixteep.th Monday after the first Mon
day in April of each year, and may 
continue in session nine weeks; on 
the sixteenth Monday after th-e first 
Monday in October, and may con
tinue in session nine weeks. 

"Provided, however, that the first 
terms of the first court of said Crim
inal Judicial District shall begin on 
the first Monday after the qualifica
tion of th-e judge appointed by virtue 
of this Act according to the place 
and terms of holding said court as 
provided herein." 

Amend Senate Bill No. 3 3 0 by In
serting Section 6a, as follows: 

"Sec. Ga. The Twenty-eighth Ju
dicial District of· the State of Texas 
shall be composed of the counties of 
Nueces, Kleberg, Wllla<'y and Cam~
ron, and the terms of the District 
Court shall be held therein each 
year as follows: 

"In th-e county of Nueces on the 
first Monday In January, and may 
continue in session ten weeks; on 
the first Monday in July, and may 
continue In session ten weeks. 

"In the county or Kleberg or; the 
tenth Monday after the first Monday 
In January, and may continue In 
s-esslon four weeks; on the tenth 
Monday after the first Monday In 
July, and may continue In session 
four weeks. 

"In the county of Willacy on the 
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fourteenth Monday after the ftrst 
Monday ln January, and may con
tinue In session two weeks; on the 
fourteenth Monday after the ftrllt 
Monday In July, and tnay continue 
in session two .weeks. 

"In the county of Cameron on the 
sixteenth Monday alter the first Mon
day in January, attd may continue in 
session nille weeks; on the sixteenth 
Monday after the first Monday in 
July, and may cc.ntittue in session 
nine weeks. 

"That all process. writs and bonds 
issued, served 01· executed prior to 
the taking effect of this Act and re
turnable to the terms of said court 
as heretofore fixed by law in the sev
eral .counties composing said district 
are hereby made returnable to the 
terms of said court in the several 
counties as fixed by this Act, and all 
process heretofore returnable, as 
well as all bonds and recognizances 
heretofore entered Into, in any of 
said courts, shall be valid and bind
ing as if no change had been made by 
this Act in the times of holding said 
terms of court; provided, that If any 
court in any county of said judicial 
district shall be in session at the 
time this Act takes effect, such court 
shall continue in session until the 
term thereof shall expire or be ad
journed under the provisions of ex
isting laws. Thereil.fter the courts of 
said county or counties shall conform 
to the requirements of this Act." 

Amend Senate Bill ·No. 330 by in
serting i.n the fourth line of the cap
tion after the word "causes" the fol
lowing: "and causes for the collec
tion of delinquent taxes." 

Amend Senate Bill No. 330 by add
ing after the word "cases" in the 
11.lnth line of Section 1, the follow
ing: "and suits for the collection of 
delinquent taxes." 

Amend Seuate Bill No. 330 by add
ing after the word "counties" in the 
seventh line of Section 1 the follow
ing: "and try and determine all 
causes for the collection of delin
quent taxes and the enforcement of 
liens tor the collection of same." 

Amend Senate Bill No. 330 by add
ing. after the word "counties" in the 
s.txth line of Section 2 the following: 

"attd shall cease to have and exercise 
any Jurisdiction ot suits for the col
lection of any delinquent taxes or 
the enforcement of liens tor same." 

Amend Senate :am No. 330 by add
ing after the word "cases" in the 
second line of Section 9 the follow
ing: "and tax suits." 

Amend Senate Bill No. 330 by 
striking out the words "criminal 
cases" in the second line of Section 
1 O and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: "divorce cases and suits 
for the collection of delinquent 
taxes." 

On motion of Senator Parr, the 
Senate concurred in the foregoing 
amendments. 

Messages frooi the House. 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to Inform the Senate that the House 
grants the request of the Senate for 
a conference committee on S. B. No. 
63, and the following have been ap
pointed on the part of the House: 
Messrs. Burton of Tarrant, Woods, 
Fairchild, McCoy, McDowra and 
Canales. 

Respectfully, 
BOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P . Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to inform the Senate that the House 
refused to pass · 

H. B. No. 404, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the Board of 
Regents of the University of Texas 
to Issue bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness secured by a lien on the 
income of its property; prescribing 
the contents and effect thereof; pro
viding for the purpose for Which the 
money so secured may be used; pro
viding for suit to test validity ther&
of and that decision therein shall be 
res adjudicata, and declaring an 
emergency." 

Copy of bill herewith transmitted. 
Adopted S. C, R. No. 20, relating 
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. .fo the ch•ir to be k-no.wh ·a• "Altulio 
·Cb:alr./' 

nespectfuHt. 
BOB mARKEn. 

.Ch.let ·Cl<'rk. Hous~· of lt'!lPrl'Betll,aUYes. 

Jft>Ul!~· JUll l'\I), $, 

srnator calil\rill asked ror :unani
mous J~.onsont to .take up tor- cons1d:. 
e:rntlon H .. B. No. 3. · · 

Thf'l'e· was· objection. 
Senn(or. <:;4Jdw1i!ll !llO\'l'cl . ~~!ll tJle 

!'flf<:l!ll order nt. tiu.alrrE>~s. $. o .. . No. 
%1.!I •• bo RU!lflNH!ed, nnd the :senate 
ta·lte up. outof IJs order; H. B-. !'\':o, 3'. 

The· niotlon 11revli.Hert by the· fol• 
lo.~·lni; vote·} 

Y.ens-':19. 

Ahl<'rd:lcc. Jiall. 
nee, Hn!°fo~-; 
Duchnnan or neIJ. l;f\>nderson, 
B11chau11t1 orl:l£UH·~·,~!ng. 
(',n,Jllwel!. '.\frC:oUµ11_1,. 
Clark. :'l_~i;-N~llllJ!I •• 
Ufryton. (>3ge. 
&an. . flrnlJti, 
'Flqyd; $111t.er:, 
GU~sll'n. 

.BMle)t 
Hopkins: 
Huds.11eth, 

Parr. 
Robbln.s. 
SJrlcjclaod. 

Nayi1~5. 

Johnson. or: Hall. 
~tt!Jnnr\~ 

Ah_seut. 

W~sf~rgok> 
Woodwarei, 

Abseq\.-F.;x£.p8el!. 

On mot!!?n. of S:e111~tp'° Caldwell. ·tbe 
cobstnutl'o!lal rule requlrJPI' t>1n1 to 
~e re•I! 90 !tar~ .lleYefl'l da11 ·w:u 
s1111peqdell and u. n. No. s put 911 
t.t• tblr4 . reading and .final .ii•.~l'e 
.by tile follow Jog ·vote: · 

Tea9-%5' 

Alderdlce. Hi>pklns. 
Daill•)', Hudstielh, 
nee. JohD·BOn or Han. 
e111=11annn i>f ·nen. Ktl)g; 
BllcMn.nn orscurr)•.Lattlmote. 
Cnld.'i'lo'ell. McCollum. 
Cl!l"rk.. lfcNealhs. 
ba}:ton; Page. 
Pean. Parr. 
l~lo)·d. Smith. 
flalh Stdcl;land. 
.frD.rleY. Sillte.r. 
iien1\~rson. 

Gibson. 
Ri>bbtns, 

.\l.!•ent. 
"~est brook 
wvolJ~irc!: 

Absent-Excused. 

, Decherd. Job11ston <ff Harrlo. 

. 'the. blU .,,a.• l"ld before the Sen• 
ate. read $hlrli ·ttJPe an.4 paued bt 
the fl>.llowln.~ tote: 

'teu-15. 
Bee: Johnson 6f Hau. 
Alderdlee. .· . . .· King; 
:euc-b1uJan of Seutt)"~Lattbnore. 
Cali:l"·eU. · l\f<\Conum. 
c:Jark. (>arr.-
.P!!.:Yton. $trl~kI1111d. 
Floyd. S!IJter; 
Ha.rleY» 

NaJ's--!. 
·Decherd.. Johnston or. 'ffl.lrrls , McNealus. 

The chair l•ld her.ore the Senile Preeent--Noi Voting. 
on ·llec.on.cl tend!ngc; 

:H.. e, No. a:, A bill- ·to be · entitled QatleY.> Henderson, 
_' 1An Ad_ 9xpressl.ng tho !lBeent o:r.·tbe 9'µ~bananotQell! P11ge, 
State ot ').'e:i:as to (h.e PrQ,v!,slon11 ol H11ll.. Smith. 
•'1·· .Act of the Slxt1-to11rth Co_n&reell 
Q( the: Unlt-ed Stat.ea • .-pprond Jul1 
u. ufG. ttto,vldlng tor Federal .aid 
Ip the c.onitructJori ot post. toads ln 
the States or the Upton; 11.uJhort&lhl 
the '!'ems Highway ComrnJl!elon . tP 
co•.operate :wJtJl. ·the Vrilted, StJ1.te11 
'Secreta.rr 9r AgrlcuJtu.re lil the ·ad
m"lnl•trathln -of' th!I snht A'ct: ot · Con~ 
rres11. ,apcl' d(lelartu •n elD.ercenC!T •. '' 

TM_ bill w .. rud iiecond Ume attd 
pas•ed to Its third readJl)_g. 

Dean. 
01111011. 
aopldn•. 
HUd•Peth; 

AbaenL 

RobbOis. 
·Westbrook:. 
Wood'lf•rd> 

Decherd. .Joh.nstonof Hatrl1. 

ae~tor C•li,t'lfelfmoY•cS ~o ~·
elder the Yote .. b1. w.blc:b H .. B. ·No. I 
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was passed and table the motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Message from the House. 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. · 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to inform the Senate that the House 
has passed the following bill: 

H. B. No. 499, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Sections 5, 6, 8, 9 
and 29 of Chapter 106, General Laws 
of the Regular Session of the Thirty
third Legislature of the State of 
Teias, so that hereafter said sections 
of Chapter 106 shall provide in sub
stance f&r fixing the salaries of the 
members of the State Fire Insurance 
Commission; to limit the expenditure 
of said Commission in any one year 
to the sum produced by an assess
ment of one and one-fourth per cent 
of the gross premiums of all fire in
surance companies doing business in 
this State; prescribing certain duties 
and powers of the State Fire Insur
ance Commission and the members 
thereof with respect to the fixing and 
promulgating of rates of premium, 
investigation of fires, and correction 
of fire hazards, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Respectfully, 
BOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

Bllls Signed. 

The Chair (President Pro Tem. 
Henderson) gave notice of signing, 
.and did sign, in the presence of the 
Sen.ate, after their-captions had been 
read, the following bills: 

S. B. No. 284, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Barnhart In
dependent School District, in Irion 
County, Texas, and defining its 
boundaries, and providing for the 
election of a. board of trustees to 
:manage and control a public free 
school within said district; naming 
the fiscal year as to taxes, investing 
said :district with all powers, rights 
J!:hCi duties of independent school die· 
tricts f<irlne<l for free school pur • 

poses only, and declaring an emer
gency." 

S. B. No. 251, A bill t-0 be entitled 
"An Act to create a more etlici-ent 
road system for Live Oak County, 
Texas." · 

Senate Bill No. 82. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

S. B. No. 82, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to establish a branch of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Texas east of the 96th meridian; 
providing for the location of such 
college; its government and control 
of its finances; defining its leading 
object and prescribing generally the 
nature and scope of instruction to be 
given; providing for the instruction 
of all students of such college in 
military science and for military dis
cipline of all students; conferring 
upon the board of directors of said 
college the right of eminent domain; 
making necessary appropriations for 
the location, establishment and 
maintenance of said college, and de
claring an emergency." 

The bill was read, and 
Senator Henderson off·ered the fol

lowing amendments, which were read 
and adopted, being voted upon sepa
rately: 

(1) Amend Senate Bill No. 82 by 
striking out all after the enacting 
clause and insert the following in 
lieu thereof: 

Section 1. There shall be estab
lished in this State a Junior Agri
cultural College to be known as the 
"Northeast Texas Agricultural Col
lege," said college to be located east 
of the 9 6th meridian and north of 
the 31st parallel. 

Sec. 2. The Governor of Texas 
shall appoint a locating commission, 
consisting of five members, one of 
whom shall be selected by the mem
bers thereof as chairman of said 
commission, whose duty shall be to 
select a suitable location for the said 
junior college. Ai; soon as practic
able after the passage of this Act, 
said commission shall visit in person 
and as a body each of the several 
places within tN! territory indicated 
for the purpose of considering the 
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proper location of said college. and this Act, Is designated as an instltu
as soon as practicable said commie- lion offering four-year courses begin
sion, or a majority thereof, shall de- nlng with the Junior year of a four
cide on and name the place where year high school, and extending to 
said college shall be located. It and including the sophomore year of 
shall be the duty of the chairman of a standard four-year college, pro
said commission to certify to the vlded that nothing In this Act shall 
board of directors of the Agrlcultu- preclude the offering of such pre
ral and Mechanical College, and to paratory courses, or short courses, 
the Governor of this State, the name as may be deemed advisable. The 
and location of the place selected, to- junior agricultural college herein es
gether with a full report of the tablished shall be co--educational and 
terms and conditions connected Instruction shall be offered in agrl
therewith . Said commission shall culture, including the arts and 
serve without compensation, but sciences connected therewith; and 
shall receive their full actual ex- home economics, Including the arts 
penses Incurred In carrying out their and sciences connected therewith. 
duty under this Act . Sec. 6. The sum of two hundred 

Sec. 3. Such commission, In se- and fifty thousand dollars ( $250,
lecting a location for said college, 000 .00 l. or as much thereof as may 
shall choose such a location as shall, be necessary to erect and to furnish 
In their opinion, enable said college suitable buildings, and to operate 
to best sene the agricultural and and maintain said junior college, Is 
-.!ducational interest of the territory herewith appropriated out of any 
above described , which said college money In the State Treasury not 
is designed particularly to serve. otherwise appropriated. 
Such location shall be convenient and Sec. 7. The Importance of the 
accessible to one or more lines of early establishment of the said Ju
railway; there shall be available at nior Agricultural College herein pro-

vided for in order to increase the 
such point of location one or more educational facilities of the territory 
complements of and embracing not 
less than two hundred acres, lying designated, and the length of time 
in one body, or in contiguous tracts required to erect adequate buildings 
suitable for the purposes of such col- for the purposes stated, creates an 

emergency and an Imperative public 
lege, and which may b~ proci~red at necessity for this Act to take effect 
a re:isonabl·e price. considered 10 con- at once, and for the suspension of 
nect1on with the ~alues of surround- the constitutional rule requiring bills 
Ing and adjacent lands. And. pro-I to be read on three several days, 
vlded further, that such comm1sslon and It Is herewith enact~d that said 
shall not be ~nfiuenced In any degree rule be suspended and this Act shall 
in the select1~n of such location by b 1 f rce from and after its pass
offers or promises of bonuses or gifts e n ° 
direct or Indirect to the State of age. 
Texas, or said college, as a consld- ( 2 l Amend the caption by striking 
eratlon for the location of said col- out all after the word "establish" In 

the printed blll, in line 7, and Insert 
. lege at any particular place. the following: 

Sec. 4. The government and di- "a Junior Agricultural College 
rectlon of policies of said junior col- east of the 96th meridian and north 
lege shall be vested in the board of of the 31st parallel, and to place the 
directors of the Agricultural and government and direction of said ln
Mecbanical C.ollege of Texas. The stltutlon under the governing board 
said board Is hereby given authority of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
to accept such lands, buildings and College of Texas, and making an ap
gifts of money as may he made a propriatlon for said junior college, 
consideration In the choice of a loca- and declaring an emergency." 
tlon and reported by said commls- The blll was read second time and 
sion to the board as required in Sec- passed to engrossment. 
tion 2. On motion of Senator Henderson, 

Sec. 5. The said junior college the constitutional rule requiring bllls 
shall rank as a Junior Agricultural to be read on three several days "l'l·as 
College, which, for the purposes of suspended and S. B. No. 82 put on 
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its third reading and final passage 
by the following vote: 

Yeas-26. 

Alderdioe. Hudspeth. 
Bailey. Johnson of Hall. 
Bee. · King. 
B\lchanan of Scurry.Lattimore. 
Cald'\\•ell. McColl um. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Dayton. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Floyd. Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall. Suiter. 
Henderson. Westbrook. 
Hopkins. Woodward. 

Absent. 

Buchanan of Bell. Robbins. 
Harley. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston of Harris. 

The bill was laid before the Sen
ate, read third time and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas-24. 

Balley. Hudspeth. 
Bee. King. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Lattimore. 
Caldwell. McColl um. 
Clark. Page. 
Dayton. Parr. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Floyd. Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall. Suiter. 
Henderson. Westbrook. 
Hopkins. Woodward. 

Nays-3. 

Alderd!ce. McNelllus. 
Johnson of Hall. 

Absent 

BuchananofBell. Harley. 

Absent-Excused. 

Decherd. Johnston of Harris. 

Senator Henderson moved to re
consider the vote by whlch S. B. No. 
82 was passed and table the motloP 
to reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Bills and Resolutions. 

(By unanimous consent. ) 

By Senator Suiter: 
S. B. No. 424, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter 6 9 of th<! 
Specljal Laws passed at the Regular 
Session of the Thirty-second Legis_ 
Iature, and approved by the Governor 
on March 23, 1911, being an Act 
entitled 'An Act Incorporating the 
Winnsboro Independent School Dis
trict In Wood and Franklin Counties, 
Texas, for free school purposes only, 
defining its boundaries and provid_ 
ing a board of trustees, divesting the 
City of W!pnsboro of the control of 
its public schools and title to school 
property and vesting the same in said 
Winnsboro Independent School Dis
trict and its board of trustees, prP.
scrtblng the rights, powers, privl_ 
leges and duties of said Winnsboro 
Independent School District and it-3 
board of trustees, and declaring an 
emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Educational Affairs. 

Senate Blll No. 219. 

(Pending special order.) 

Senator Lattimore called for pend
ing business, Senate B!Jl No. 219. 

Senator McNealus made the point 
of order that by a vote of the Senate 
Senate BUI No. 219 had been dis
placed as a special order and can 
not now be considered unless re
stored to Its place on the calendar 
by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. 

The Chair overruled the point of 
order. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
as pending business 

S. B. No. 219, A b!;ll to be entitled 
"An Act denying to railroad corpo
allons and other common carriers, 

their representatives and successors, 
 right to have, claim, justify, vin
ate or enforce any power. benE'

fl;t or privilege given or described in 
any law of Texas, and denying to 
any court created by any law of 
Texas jurisdiction over any cause 
brought or proposed to be brought 
by any such corporation, Its success
ors or representatives," etc. 

The question being upon the sub
stitute motion of Senator Hall to 
postpone the cons!deratlon of th, 
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bill, the same was withdrawn. 
Senator Clark moved that furthe1· 

consideration of the bill be post_ 
poned until next Friday, March 2nd. 

Pending discussion by Senator 
Hudspeth, Senator Page made the 
point of order that a Senator ~n dis
cussing a motion to postpone th <> 
consideration of a bill Is out of order 
wben he goes Into the details of the 
bill. 

The Chair overruled the point of 
order. holding that it is necessary to 
go Into the merits of the blll in order 
to determine whether or not the bill 
shCJul 0 be postponen, when such de
lay might mean the death of the 
b~ll . 

(President Pro Tern. Henderson in 
th e chair.) 

Refu~al to Adjourn. 

At 5: 35 o'clock p. m. S('nator M~. 
Nealus mov('d that the S('nate ad
journ until 10 o'clock Monday morn· 

tor Page moved the previous ques
tion on the pending motion to sus_ 
pend, which motion being duly sec
onded, the main question was or
dered. 

Action recurred upon the mot!pn 
of Senator Clark to postpone further 
consideration of Senate Bill No. 219 
until next Frl<lay, and the same was 
lost by the following vote : 

Bee. 
Caldwell. 
Clark. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harley. 

Yeas-11. 

King. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Woodward. 

Nays-10. 

Alderdic-e. Hudspeth. 
Bailey. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan ofScurr:;.Lattlmore. 
Dayton. McColl um. 
Dean. Strickland. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Ing. 
The 

lowing 

Henderson. 
motion was lost by the fol- Absent. vote: 

Bee. 
Caldwell. 
Clark. 
Dean. 
Hall. 

Yeas-9. 

Harley. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Parr. 

Nays-13. 

Alderdie€. Johnson of Hall. 
Bailey. King. 
Buchanan of Scurry Lattimore. 
Dayton. McColl um. 
Gibson. \Vest brook. 
Hopkins. Woodward. 
Hudspeth. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Henderson. 
Absent. 

Buchanan of Bell. 
Floyd. 

Smith . 
Strickland. 
Suiter. Robbins. 

Decherd. 

Absent-Excused. 

Johnston of Harris. 

Senate Bill No. 219. 

(Pending.) 

Pending further d iscussion, Sena 

Buchanan of Bell. Robbins. 

Absent-Excused. 
Decherd. 

Pairs Recorded. 

Senator Hopkins (present), who 
would vote no; Senator Johnston 
(absent), who woulrl vote aye. 

Senator Westbrook (present), who 
would vote no; Senator Floyd (ab
sent), who would vote aye. 

Senator Suiter (present), who 
would vote no; Senator Smlth (ab
sent), who would vote aye. 

The Chair, (President Pro Tern. 
Henderson), holding that a two
thirds vote of the Senate Is required 
to postpone a special order, which is 
equivalent to a change of the order 
of the Senate; holding that under 
Senate Rule No. 12, a special order 
can be suspended by a majority vote 
only for the purpose of taking up a 
special order. 

Senator Hudspeth moved that all 
Senators file with the Journal clerk 
all amendments to Senate Bill No. 
219, and that they be printed in the 
Journal. 

Following are the amendments of· 
fared: 
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P1·oposed Amendments to Senate 
Bill No. 219. 

Amend the bill by striking out of 
the same the words "March 'l, 1917," 
or the words "the first day of March, 
1917 ," wherever they appear in the 
caption or body of the bill, and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the follow
ing, to wit: 

( 1) In line 16, page 1; linea 14-
15, page 7; lines 8-9, page 8; line 
10, page 9; lines 24, 25 and 29, page 
9, of the printed bill, insert the fol
lowing words: "forty days after the 
taking effect of this Act." 

LATTIMORE. 
HUDSPETH. 

( 1) By striking out of lin'0 19, 
page 1, the word "transportation" 
and insert in lieu thereof the word 
"rates." 

(2) Insert after the word "com
merce," line 19, page 7, the word 
"rates." 

LATTIMORE. 
HUDSPETH. 

(3) Strike out of line 26, page 
7, of the printed bill all after the 
word "Texas" and strike out all of 
lines 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31, of page 
7, of the printed bill. 

( 4) Insert after the word "com
mission," line 14, page 9, the words 
"with resP'Sct to intrastate Texas 
rates." 

( 5) Insert after the word 
"Texas," line 25, page 10, of the 
printed bill, the following words, to 
wit: "upon grounds defined in this 
Act." 

LATTIMORE. 

(Explanation of the above amend
ments: These am'0ndments would 
have th'0 effect of limiting the opera
tion of the bill to the refusal of the 
carriers to obey the rate laws of 
Texas, and this answers any argu
moent that might -be made that the 
bill is too draatic because it might 
be enforced for such acts as failing 
to sound whistle of a locomotive, or 
properly to bulletin trains, or ade
quately to heat or light depots, etc., 
etc.) 

LATTIMORE. 
•HUDSPETH. 

(6) Amend Senate Bill No. 219 
by striking out all of Section 5 th'0re-

of, on page 11 of the printed bill, 
and by renumbering the succeeding 
sections ot the bill so as to conform 
to this amendment. 

LATTIMORE. 
HUDSPETH. 

(7) Amend Senate Bill No. 219, 
Section 4, line 10, page 11, by in
sel'ting after the word "nature" and 
before the period, the following: 
"Provided that an appeal from th'0 
order appointing a receiver shall not 
suspend the operation or execution 
thereof pending such appeal." 

(8) Amend Senate Bill 219, page 
11, S'0ction 4 thereof, by striking 
out the words "ex parte," in lines 
1 and 2, ·and insert in lieu thereof 
the words "after five days' notice"; 
and also by striking out the words 
'"ex parte" in line 9.; and also strik
ing out all of Section 4, after the 
word "nature," in line 10, down to 
and including the word "hearing," in 
line 21, and insert in lieu of the 
language thus stricken . out the fol
lowing: "provided, however, that an 
appeal from an order appointing a 
receiver shall not have the '0ffect to 
suspend the operation or execution 
of said order pending such appeal." 

LATTIMORE. 

( 9) Amend Senate Bill No. 219 by 
striking out Section 4 and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 4. In any suit brought to 
forfeit the charter and franchises of 
any such corporation by the State of 
Texas, the court ma.y, after final 
judgment in such cause, upon th'0 
application of the. Attorney General 
or any party to said cause, if deemed 
necessary to the proper operation of 
the properties of such corporation, 
appoint a recoeiver or receivers 
thereof in accordance with the uses 
and practices of equity in such cases. 
But no such appointment shall be 
made without notice and hearing, 
nor shall any such receiver or re
ceiv'0rs be appointed in any case 
until after final conviction of guilty 
adjudging the forfeiture and dissolu
tion of such corporation. 

DAYTON. 

(10) Amend Senate Bill No. 219 
by striking out Section 4 and insert
ing in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 4. In any suit brought to 
forf'0it the charteP' and franchises of 
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such corporation by the State of be exacted with ten per cent Interest 
Texas, the court In which such suit and shall pay to the State of Texas 
Is pending, or the judge thereof, all penalties that may be adjudged 
may, in term time or in vacation, against It for the violation of any 
upon good cause shown by the At- law of this State or any order of the 
torney General, appoint a receiver 01· Railroad Commission. And provided 
receivers to take charge of and oper- further that nothing In this law shall 
ate the railway and business of such be held or construed to repeal Ar
corporation pending the final hearing ticles 6657 or 6658 of the Revised 
of such cause, or the further orders Statutes of 1911, and that where 
of the court or judge in the premises. such corporations shall have season
Provided, however, that no such re- ably filed its suit In any court of 
ceiver or receivPrs shall be appointed competent jurisdiction to test the 
until after notir.3 under seal of the validity of any rate, rule, regulation 
court of not less than ten days shall or order of the Railroad Commission 
have been given to the defendant. of Texas, no receivership shall be 
with copy of such application. and granted by any court or judge unless 
until after full hearing before such for ten days after the validity of such 
court or judge. Either party shall rate, rule, regulation or order has 
hav<' the right of appeal from the been sustained by final judgment of 
order of the court. or judge appo;nt- the court of last resort the railway 
Ing or refusing to appoint a receiver, company shall continue to disobey 
and such appeal shall have prece- the same. 
nature. PAGE. 

PAGE. 

(11) Amend Senate Bill No. 219 
by striking out Section 4 and insert-

Adjournment. 

ing in lieu thereof the following: At 7 o'clock p. m .. Senator Mc-
Sec. 4. In any suit brought to Nealus moved that the Senate ad

forfeit the charter or franchises of journ until 10 o'clock next Monday 
such corporation by the State of morning. 
Texas, the court in which such cause As a substitute, Senator Lattimore 
is pending, or the judge thereof, moved that the Senate adjourn until 
may, either in term time or In va- 10 o'clock tomorrow. 
cation, upon good cause shown by 
the Attorney General, appolnt. a re
c-eiver or receivers to take charge of 
and operate its railway and prop
erties, pendl!lg the final hearing of 
such cause, or the further orders of 
the court or judge In the premises. 
Provided that no such receiv·zr or 
receivers ~hall be appointed until 
after notice to the defendant under 
the seal of the court of not less than 
ten days, of such application and 
after full hearing. Provided further 
that If the alleged cause of the for
feiture sought shall be the failure of 
such corporation to obey any rate. 
rule or regulation of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas, or any law of 
the State of Texas the violation 
whereof Is punishable by pecuniary 
penalties, the filing by such corpo
ration of a bond approved by the 
court or judge In such amount as 
shall be fixed bv such court or judge, 

Action recurred on the motion of 
Senator McNealus {that being for the 
longest time), and the motion pre
vailed by the following vote: 

Bailey. 
Bee. 
Caldwell. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Harley. 
McColl um. 

Yeas-13. 

McNealus. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Strickland. 
Westbrook. 
Woodward. 

Nays-9. 

Alderdlce. Hudspeth. 
Buc!Janan of Scurry.King. 
Dayton. Lattimore. 
Henderson. Suiter. 
Hopkins. 

Absent. 

payable to th<' State of T"Gxas, for the BuchananofBell. Robbins. 
use and benefit of all Interested ship- Dean. Smith. 
pers and of tl'le State of Texas, con- Floyd. 
dltloned that such corporation shall 
pay to such shippers all illegal 
charges that may have been or may Decherd. 

Absent-Excused. 

Johnston of Harris. 
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Pa.ir Recorded. Bills has had Senate Bill No. 82 
carefully compared, and finds the 

Senator Johnson (present), who same correctly engrossed. . 
would vote "nay"; Senator Clark ALDERDICE, Chairman. 
(absent). who would vote "yea." 

PPENDIX. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

Senator Bee offered a petition 
from Kerr County, asking the Legis· 
lature to ·restore the jurisdiction of 
the justice and county courts of that 
county. 

Senator Hudspeth sent up a peti
tion from Rock Springs, Texas, pro
testing against the passage of the 
Dean telephone bill. 

Senator Henderson sent up anJ 
had read, a letter from Port La
vaca, Texas, opposing the Dean tele
phone bill. 

Petitions to Senators Gibson, 
Floyd; Bailey and Buchanan of Bell 
opposing the Dean telephone blll, 
were . offered. 

Senator Henderson offered numer. 
ously signed petitions from over 
Texas asking the Legislature to en
act a law compelling drivers of auto
mobiles and other vehicles to take 
precaution when crossfng railroad 
and interurban tracks. 

Engrossing Co~mittee Reports. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills has had Senate Bill No. 166 
carefully compared; and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

:ems has had Senate Bill No. 389 
carefully compared, and finds the 
same. correctly engrossed. · 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
A,ustlm., Texas, February 2 3, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Sel!ate. , 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossetl 

Committe Reports. 

(Floor Repoi:t.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, Presideut of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Edu

cational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 416, A bl.11 to be entitleli 
"An Act to aid . the Garrison Inde
pendent School District in Nacog
doches County, Texas, in the rebuild_ 
fjng and refurnishing a permanent 
school building for said district, by 
donating ·to said district the State ad 
valorem and a part of the poll taxes 
and occupation taxes collected in said 
district for a period of five years, 
providing for the manner of collect
ing and disbursing said money, etc., 
and declaring an emergency," 

Have had same under considera_ 
tion, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate, with the 
recommendation that it do pass, and 
be not printed. . 

Bee, Chairman; John~on of rtall, 
Dayton, Lattimore, Page, Harley. 
Buchanan of Scurry, Smtth, Floyd, 
Balley, Alderdice, Dean. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. B:obby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Pu1J

lic Health, to whom was referred 
S. B. No. 365, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to create a Commission for 
the Study of Epilepsy, consisting of 
three members, to have offices at 
the Capitol, whose objects and pur· 
poses .shall be to study, investigate 
and by experiments; treatments and 
other methods discover the best 
means and methods by which thu 
cause, cure and the prevention of 
epilepsy may be ascertained and ac_ 
complished; prov\ding that said 
Commission shall consist of three 
doctol'B of medicine, and prescribing 
their qualifi1catlons, duties and com
pensation; providing that said Com-
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mission shall meet once a month for 
the purpose of consultation and con_ 
sideratlon of the work of the Com
mission, etc.; that the Governor shall 
appoint said Board for a term of 
two years; that said Commission 
shall have access to the records, lab
oratories, equipment of, and shall re_ 
ceive the co-operation of, the Health 
Department of the State; prov\dln.i.: 
for equipment and a stenographer for 
said Commission; that members 
thereof shall have power to visit In
sane asylums and hospitals to gaia 
information, and shall have author_ 
ity under the supervision of the regu
lar physicians of said institutions t<:> 
treat epileptic or insane persons in 
said asylums or hospitals and sai.i 
institutions shall co-operate w l,th 
said Commission; providing· for inci. 
dental and traveling expenses; mak
l,ng an appropriation to carry out the 
purposes of the Act, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Have had the same under consid 
eration, and beg to report it back to 
the Senate, with the recommenda_ 
tlon that it do pass, and be not 
Jirinted. 

McNealus, Chairman; Clark, Bee , 
Strickland, Henderson. Smith. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, F eb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committ.ze on 

l\flining, Irrigation and Drainage, to 
whom was referred 

S. B. No. 296, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Sections, 11, 19 , 
20, 21, 24, 28 and 45 of, and to add 
Sections 22a, 22b, 34a, 34b, 34c, 62a 
and 65a to Chapter 146, General 
Laws of the Thirty-fourth Legisla
ture, Regular Session, 1915, entitled 
•An Act to authorize the commission
ers courts of the several counties of 
Texas to create and establish levee 
improvement districts with authority 
to construct and maintain levees and 
other Improvements on rivers, creeks 
and streams, to prevent overflows, 
etc., and declaring an emergency,' so 
as to provide a manner of posting 
election notices; for the appointment 
of district engineers, with instruc
tions as to surveys, maps, plans and 
reports by district and other en
gineers; for approval or disapproval 
ot such plans and reports by the 

State Reclamation Engineer, whether 
such Improvements are to be con
structed by districts or otherwise; 
providing penalties for constructing 
and maintaining levee improvements 
contemplated under said Act when 
plans approved by the State Reclama
tion Engineer are subsequently 
found to contain errors or mlsrepre
sen tat!ons, and for altering or fall
ing faithfully to execute plans so 
approved; providing for form and 
terms of bonds Qf such district, their 
sale and disposition of the proceeds; 
providing a separate tax assessor and 
collector and board of equalization 
for such districts; for letting con
tracts for construction work without 
advertisement under certain condi
tions; providing a method of abolish
ing such districts when necessary; 
declaring that nothing in said Act 
nor herein shall be construed to In
validate or affect the legn.lity of pro
ceedings lawfully hacl un;J<)r Chapter 
85, General Laws of thr, Thirty-first 
Legislature. Regular Session, 1909, 
providing for the establishment of 
improvement districts; rer;ealing all 
laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith, and declaring an emer
gency," 

Have had sam9 under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report 
same back to th!' Sen~.tc with the 
recommendation that it rio pass. 

:~ALL, Cl1alrman. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. w. P . Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Ed

ucational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 673, A bill to be PDtitled 
"An Act creating the Skidmore Inde
pendent School District, known as 
Common School District No. 1 in Bee 
County, Texas, and including within 
Its limits the town of Skidmore, and 
defining its boundaries; and to pro
vide for the creation of a board of 
trustees thereof and authorizing the 
board of trustees to levy, assess and 
collect special taxes, and conferring 
upon the board of trustees plenary 
powers, and providing authority to 
issne bonds for the purpose of pur
chasing school sites and erecting, 
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furnishing and equipping school 
buildings within the same, and to 
levy a tax therefor, and to pay cur
rent expenses for the maintenance 
and support of said schools, provid
ing for a ·board of equalization and 
prescribing the duty and authority of 
said board, and further prescribing 
the duty and authority of the board 
of trustees, declaring valid an issue 
of bonds heretofore made, declaring 
valid a maintenance tax heretofore 
voted, and repealing all laws in con
flict herewith In so far as they may 
conflict with the provisions of this 
Act, and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and we beg to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass and 
be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Harley, Dayton, Johnson, 
Lattimore, Bailey, Alderdice, Page, 
Floyd, Smith. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
. Senate. 

Sir: We, your Committ-ee on Ed
ucational Alfairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 593, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act amending Chapter 74, S. B. 
No. 349, Acts of the Thirty-third 
Legislature, correcting field notes so 
as to make same identical with field 
not-es of Common School District No. 
5, of San Patricio County, Texas, as 
created by the commissioners court 
of said county, May 13, 1902, and 
recorded in Vol. 2, page 439, of the 
minutes of said court; and validat
ing bonds Issued by Common School 
District No. 6, of San Patricio Coun
ty, Texas, and declaring same a legal 
and binding obligation outstanding 
against Mathis Independent School 
District as hereinafter defined and 
described by metes and bounds, and 
declaring valid a maintenance tax 
heretofore levied, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Have had the sam-e under consid
.eratlon, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that It do pass, but 
be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of 

Scurry, Baney, Lattimore, Robbins; 
Dayton, Gibson, Alderd!ce. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, February 2 3, 191 7. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Edu

cational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 622, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating and incorporating 
the Lyford Independent School Dis_ 
trict in Cameron County, Texas, in
cluding the town of Lyford; defining 
Its boundaries; providing for a board 
of trustees, and assuming all con
tcacts. debts, including bonded in
debtedness, of Ly.ford Independent 
School District; investing said dis
trict with all the rights, privileges 
and duties of an independent school 
district created under the General 
Laws of the State of Texas for free 
school purposes only, and declaring 
an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass, but 
be not printed. 

Bee, Chal;rman; Bailey, Lattimore, 
Robbins, Dayton, Gibson, Alderdice, 
Buchanan of Scurry, Decherd. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of tho 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Edu

cational Affairs, to whom was ra
terred 

H. B. No. 620, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Tilden Inde
pendent School District, in McMul
len County, Texas, and def!n~ng its 
boundaries, and to provide for tho 
creating of a board of trustees there. 
of, and authorizing the board of trus
tees to levy, assess and collect spe
cial taxes and conferring upon tho 
board of trustees plenary powers and 
providbl.g authority to Issue bonds 
for the purpose of purchasing school 
sites and erecting, furnishing an•l 
equipping echool buildings withl;n the 
same, and to levy a tax therefor, and 
to pay current expenses for the main. 
tenance and support of said schools; 
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provldlng for a board of equalization 
and prescribing the duty and author. 
fty of said board, and repealing all 
laws In conftlct herewith ln so far 
as they conflict with this Act, and 
declaring and emergency," 

Have had the same under conshl
eratlon, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
.recommendation that It do pasa..J>ut 
be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman: Balley, Lattimore. 
Robbins. Dayton, Gibson, Alderdlcc, 
Buchanan of Scurry, Decherd. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber. 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President ot the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Edu

cational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 609, A blll to be entitled 
"An Act creating the \Voden Inde· 
pendent School District, In Nacog
do<'hell County, Texas, defining !ts 
metes and bounds. providing for a 
board of trustees therefor, authorlz· 
Ing the le,·y, assessment and coller
tlon of tui>s for said district, provld· 
ltng for the Issuance of bonds in said 
district. and the Yalldatlon or 
outstanding Indebtedness, lnclud Ing 
bonds issued by said district, to hol.1 
elections, and repealing all la'l\'B anr! 
parts of laws In conflict herewith. 
anr! de<'laring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consi·' . 
eration. and be11: leave to report the 
same hark to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass, but 
b!' not nrinted. 

Bee, Chairman: Page, JohnRon or 
Hall. Smith, Buchanan of Scurr~-. 
Floyd, Alderdice, Ba!ley, Harley. 
Lattimore. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas. February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of thi:? 
Senate. 
Sir: We. your Committee on Edu

cational A!falrs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 640, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create the Wheeler In
dependent School District In Wheeler 
County, Texas, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Have had the same under consld· 
eratlon, and beg leave to report tte 

same baclt to the Senate with the 
recommendation that It do paH, but 
be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of Scur
ry, Lattimore, Johnson or Hall, Dean, 
Dayton, Gibson, Floyd, Smith, Balley, 
Alderdlce, Harley, Page. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Te:i:a11, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Edu

cational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 667, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act Incorporating and creating 
the Paducah Independent School D!J!· 
trlct., In Cottle County, Texas. for 
free school purpose11 only, defining 
Its boundaries and providing tor the 
election of a board of trustees for the 
raising of revenue by taxation, Is
suing of bonds for raising money for 
building purposes and maintaining 
public free schools therein, vesting 
said district and board of trustees 
thereof with all the rights, powers, 
privileges and d ut~es conferred an•I 
Imposed by the General Laws upon 
Independent school districts and the 
board of trustees thereof, formed by 
the Incorporation of towns and vii 
!ages for free school purposes only 
under the General Laws, declaring 
val!.d a maintenance tax heretofor~ 
voted, and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same umier conslil
f'ratlon. and beg leave to report the 
~am., bark to the Senate with the 
~eeommendatlnn that It do pass, but 
be not printed. 

Bee. Chairman: Buchanan of St'ur
ry, Lattimore. Johnson of Hall, Dean, 
Dayton. GlbRon, Floyd, Smith, Balley, 
Alderdice, Harley, Page. · 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Ed

ucational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H . B. No. 624, A blll to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Abernathy In
dependent School District, situated In 
Hale and Lubbock Countl~s; defin
ing Its metes and bounds; vesting It 
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.,,mi rights, powers, duties and privi
leges of Independent districts lncor-
11orated for school purposes only un
der the general laws; providing for a 
bovd ot trustees therefor, and de
claring an emergenc7," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg to report it back to 
the Senate with the recommendation 
that It do pass and be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Lattimore, Johnson, Dayton, 
Dea11, Gibson, Smith, Bailey, Alder
dlce, Harley, Page, Floyd. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 19•17. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Ed

cational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred , 

H. B. No. 5H, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating and incorporating 
the Ralls Independent School Dis
trict, in Crosby County, Texas, de
fining the boundaries thereof, and 
providing for a board of trustees 
thereof, and defining their powers 
and authority, authorizing said 
board of trustees to levy, assess and 
collect taxes for maintenance and 
building purposes and to issue bonds 
therefor; providing for an assessor 
and collector of taxes thereof, and 
providing for a board of equalization 
of said school district, providing for 
an election of trustees thereof, and 
providing for an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg to report i~ back 
to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass and be not 
printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Lattimore, Johnson, Dayton, 
Dean, Gibson, Floyd, Smith, Bai.ley, 
Ald-erdlc~. Harley, Page. 

(Floor ·Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Ed

ucational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 606, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating and Incorporating 

the Wilmer Independent School Dis
trict In Dallas County, Texas; de
fining its metes and bounds; provid
ing a board of trustees therefor; 
placing the district under the opera
tion of the General Statutes govern
ing independent school districts in
corporated for tree school purposes 
only under the General Statutes; 
validating outstanding indebtedness, 
Including bonds of the present Wil
mer Independent School District; 
providing that the board of trustees 
of the present Wilmer Independent 
School District shall be in charge 
and have control of the Wilmer Inde
pendent School District as created by 
this Act, until the first general elec
tion for school trustees, occurring 
under the General Statutes after the 
passage of this Ac't, and declaring 
an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid~ 
eration, and beg to report it back to 
the Senate with the recommendation 
that it do pass and be not printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Balley, Latti
more, Harley, Dayton, Gibson, Alder
dice, Buchanan of Scurry, Floyd, 
Smith, Page, Joh11;son, Dean. 

(Floor R-eport.) 

Austin, 
Hon. W. P. 

Senate. 

Senate Chamber, 
Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 
Hobby, President of the 

Sir: We, your Committee on Ed
ucational Affairs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 608, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act er-eating the Chireno Inde
pendent School District in Nacogdo
ches County, Texas, crea'ting a board 
of trustees therefor, authorizing the 
levy, assessment and collection of 
taxes for said district, providing for 
the Issuance of bonds in said district 
and the validation of outstanding in
debt-edness, including bonds Issued 
by said district, to hold elections and 
repealing all laws and parts of laws 
in conflict herewith, and declaring 
an emergency," 

Have had the same under ·consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that It do pass and 
be not printed. . 

Bee, Chairman; Page, Johnson, 
Smith, Buchanan of Scurry, Floyd, 
Alderdi~e, Balley, Harley, Lattimore. 
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(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

· Hon. \\". P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: \\'e, your Committee on Ed

ucational Attalrs, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 621, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 2 of Ch.ap
ter 69, Acts of the Thirty-third Leg
islature, Regular Session, so a1 to 
enlarge the territory of the Hutchins 
Independent School District In Dal
las County, Texas, and prescribing 
the metes and bounds thereof, and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg to report it back to 
the Senate with the recommendation 
that it do pass and be not printed. 

Bee. Chairman; Bailey, Lattimore, 
Dayton, Gibson, Alderdlce, Buch
anan of Scurry, Fiord, Smith, Page, 
Johnson, Dean, Harley. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: \Ve, your Committee on Edu

cation, to whom was referred 
H. B. No. 670, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act incorporating and creating 
the Knlppa Independent School Dis
trict of Uvalde County, Texas, for 
free school purposes only; defining 
its boundaries and providing for the 
election of a board of trustees; for 
the raising of revenue by taxation; 
Issuing of bonds for raising money 
for building purposes, and for main
taining publlc free schools therein; 
vesting the property of the Knlppa 
School District in said Knippa Inde
pendent School District; and vesting 
said district and the board of trus
tees thereof with all the rights, 
powers, privileges and duties con
ferred and Imposed by the general 
Jaws upon independent school dis
tricts and the board of trustees 
thereof, and which apply to a city 
or town Incorporated for free school 
purposes only, under the general 
laws, and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg to report It back 
to the Senate with the recommenda-

tlon that It do pass and be ·not 
printed. 

Bee, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Balley, Hall, Smith, Alder
dice, Floyd, Johnson, Page, Latti
more, Dayton, Harley, Gibson. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Pub

lic Debts, Claims and Accounts, to 
whom was referred 

S. B. No. 145, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to permit S. S. Perry of 
Brazoria County, Texas, to bring suit 
against the State of Texas for an al
leged breach of contract entered into 
by and between the said S. S. Perry 
and the Board of Prison Commis
sioners, dated September 2 O, 1911," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that It do pass. 

Suiter, Chairman; Alderdke, Mc
Nealus, l'llcCollum, Floyd, Buchanan 
of Bell. 

Committee Room, 
Austin. Texas. Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W . P. Hobby, President of the
0 

Senate. 
Sir: . We, your Committee on 

Criminal Jurisprudence, to whom 
was referred 

S. B. No. 135, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act regulating the sale of and 
defining agricultural seeds and 
mixed seeds; requiring their proper 
lab1>llng; prohibiting mixture of 
&oeeds unless so labeled: providing 
tor the collection of samples and 
their examination; defining noxious 
weeds and foreign matter; providing 
that certificate of analysis by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture shall be 
prlma facle evidence In certain cases 
and regulating the measure of dam
ages; designating an officer for the 
enforcement of the law; providing 
for the expense and enforcement of 
the law, and fixing penalties for Its 
violation," 

Have had same under considera
tion, and I am Instructed to report It 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that It do not pass. 

PAGE, Chairman. 
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(Majority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, a majority of your Com

mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence, to 
whom was referred 

S. B. No. 380, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 936 of 
Chapter 1, Title 14, of the Revised 
Criminal Statutes of the State of 
Texas, 1911, making forgery, where 
the amount or value m'E!ntioned in 
the instrument is of less value than 
twenty dollars, a misdemeanor; pro
viding where the amount or value 
mentioned in the instrument ls 
greate11 than tw'Elnty dollars the 
same shall be a felony, and provid
ing a penalty therefor," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and I am instructed to report 
it back to the Senate with the rec
ommendation that it do not pass. 

PAGE, Chairman. 

(Minority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 2 3, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, a minority of your Com

mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence, to 
whom was referred 

Senate Bill No. 380, 
Have had the satne under consid

eration, and ,beg leave to report the 
bill back to the Senate with the rec
omm'E!ndation that it do pass. 

CALDWELL. 

(Majority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Ho11. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, a majority of your Com

mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence, to 
whom was referred 

S. '.B. No. 312, A blll to be 'E!ntitled 
"An Act to further promote temper
ance; to prevent the advertisement 
of or soliciting pf orders for alco
holic, vinous, malt, spirituous or fer
mented liquors or any compound or 
preparation thereof commonly caned 
tonic, bitters, or medicated liquors, 
and to provide for the removal of 
such advertisements," 

4(1-.Senate. 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and I am instructed to re
port th-e bill back to the Senate with 
the recommendation that It do pass. 

PAGE, Chairman. 

(Minority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, a minority of your Com

mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence, to 
whom .was reforred 

Senate Bill No. 312, 
Have had the same under consid

eration, and beg leave to report the 
bill back to the Senate with the rec
ommendation that it do not pass. 

CALDWELL, · 
HALL. 

Committ'E!e Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Civil 

Jurisprudence, to whom was referred 
S. B. No. ,4112, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act amending the Act pass·ed 
by the Thirty-fifth Legislature of the 
State of Texas, and approved on the 
12th day of February, 1917, and 
known as S. B. No. 278, and entitled 
'An Act amending Articles 2440, 
2441, 2442, 2443, 2444 and 2445, 
Chapter 2, Title 44, of the Reviood 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, 
of 1911, providing for county de
positories; providing that the 
amount of the bond of the county 
depository shall in no event be for 
less than the total amount of reve
nue of the county for the next pre
ceding year; adding Article 2443a; 
providing and requiring special addi
tional bonds to cover any or !\ll spe
cial funds, including the sale or sales 
of bonds belonging to the county, or 
a subdivision th'E!reof; providing for 
the substitution of bonds made un
der the provisions of this Act for 
bonds now in existence, and declar
ing an emergency'," 

Have had the same under consid- , 
eration, and I am instructed to re
port the sam'E! back to the Senate 
with the recommendation that it do 
pass and be not printed. 

BAILEY, Chairman. 
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En1·011ing Committee Reports. 

Committee Room , 
Austin , Texas. February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W . P. Hobby, President of th" 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrollee! 

BlUs have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 290 and 
find it correctly enrolled, and ~ave 
this day at 3 ·o'clock p. m. presented 
the same to the Governor for his ap
proval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

Committee Room , 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

B~lls have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 303 and 
find it correctly enrolled, and have 
this day at 3 o'clock p. m. presented 
same to the Governor for his ap
proval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

Committee Room 
Austin, Texas, February 23 , 19i 7. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

BU!s have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No . . 3 60, and 
find it correctly enrolled and have 
this day at 3 o'clock p. m'. presenterl 
same to the Governor for his ap_ 
pro val. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

Committee Room 
Austin, Texas, February 23, 19i7. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bfll1 havo> carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 349, and 
find It correctly enrolled, and havl! 
this day at 9 : 40 o'clock a. m. pre
aented same to the Governor for his 
approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Lattimore. S. B. No. 349, 

An Act to reorganize the Eighteenth 
Judicial District of the State of 
Texas and to reorganize the Twen
ty-ninth Judicial District of the 
State of Texas, and provide that 
Somervell County, shall be taken 
from the Twenty-ninth Judicial 

District and transferred to the 
Eighteenth Judi,cial District of the 
State of Texas; and to prescribe 
the time for holding of the courts 
In said rltst~ icts, and to make all 
process Issued or served before 
this Act takes effect, includl,ng 
l"ecognizances and bonds return
able to the terms of court In the 
sever:\! counties and districts dS 
herein fixed, to validate such 
process, recognizances and bonds: 
and to validate the summoning of 
grand and pet!t jurors, repealing 
all laws and parts of laws In con. 
fllct herewith, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be It enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That the Eighteenth 

Judicial District shall bA composed 
of the Counties of Johnson, Bosque 
and Somervell. The district courts 
In the <'ountles comprising the said 
l!:lghteenth Jud~cial District shall be 
holden as follows: In the County of 
Johnson, begnnlng on the first Mon
day In January and may continue in 
session until and including Saturday 
before the third Monday I.n March; 
beginning on the first Monday In 
May aucl may continue In session un_ 
tll and in~luding Saturday before the 
!Lrst Monday ln July; beginning on 
the second Monday in October, anct 
may continue In session until and 
Including Saturday before the first 
Monday In December. In the Couht)' 
of Bosque, beginning on the third 
Monday In March and may continue 
in session until and including Satur
day before the third Monday In 
Ap!1il; beginning on the third Mon
day In September, and may continue 
in session until a.nd Including Satur_ 
day before the second Monday In Qc_ 
tober: beginning on the first Monday 
S;o. December, and may continue In 
session until and lnclud1.ng Saturday 
before the first Monday In January. 
In Somervell County, beginning on 
the third Monday In April, and may 
continue In session unU.l and includ
ing Saturday before the first Mon. 
day In May; beginning on the first 
Monday In September, and may con
tinue In session until and Including 
Saturday before the third Monday in 
September. 

Sec. 2. The Twenty-ninth Judl
o!al District shall be composed of the 
Counties of Palo Pinto. Hood and 
Erath. The district courts in tht. 
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counties comprising the said Twen
ty-ninth Judicial District, shall be 
holden as follows: In Palo Pinto 
County, beginning on the first Mon·· 
day itn March and September, anil 
mar continue in session eight weeks. 
In Hood County, beginning on the 
eJghth :Monday after the first Mon
day in March and September, ant. 
may continue in session five weeks. 
ln Erath County, beginning on the 
thirteenth Monday after the first 
:Monday in :March and Se!!,tember, 
and may continue in session until 
all the busine1Ss is disposed of. 

Sec. 3. All processes Issued or 
served before this Act goes into eL 
feet, ~ncluding recognizances ancl 
bonds, returnable to the district 
court of any of said counties in each 
ot said judicial districts shall be con
sidered as returnable t'o sar..d courts 
in accordance with the terms as de
scribed by this Act, and all such 
process is hereby legalized and all 
giand and petit juries drawn and se_ 
lecte<l under tJxisting laws d;n any of 
the counties of either of said judi
cial districts shall be considered law_ 
fullt drawn and selected for the next 
terms of the dlstrl,ct court of their 
respective counties, held in accor1l. 
ance with this Act, and after thh 
Act takes effect, all such process is 
}J.eteby legalized and validated; pro
'vtded, · that~ any court in any county 
of either ot said judicial districts 
shall be in session at thE' time this 
Act takes effect, such court or courts 
affected hereby shall contlinue In 
aeaslon until the term there0f shall 
n:plre under the provisions of exist_ 
Ing laws, and thereafter the said 
collrtt of said county or count.res 
llhll.11 i!onform to the requirements of 
this Act. 

Sec, 4. .A.II laws and parts of laws 
.in cOllfllct with the provlsllione of this 
A.ct are hereby repealed. 

Bee. Ii. The Importance of this 
leglalatlon and the crowded condi
Uon of the calendar creates an emer _ 
genat and imperative l)ubllc neces_ 
slty, requiring that the cottstltutlonal 
rule providing that bills shall be read 
on three several days be suspended, 
U.d iald rule is therefore suspended, 
tldl Aot shall take effect and be In 

· force trom and atter its passage, and 
It la 10 ei1ailted, 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 

, Sir: Your Committ<ee·on Enrolled 
Bills have carefully examined and 
compared S. B. No. 325 and find it 
correctly enrolled, and have this day 
at 9:40 o'clock a. m. presented same 
to the Governor for his approval. 

SMI'rH, Chairman. 

By Hall. S. B. No. 325. 

An Act to amend Chapter 19, S<ection 
1, of the Acts of the General Laws 
of the State of· Texas passed at 
the first called session of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature of the 
State of Texas, changing th<e time 
of holding the terms of the Dis
trict Court In the Twenty-third Ju
dicial District of Texas, and de
claring an emergency. 

Be it :enacted by the Legislature of 
the Stat'8 of Texas: 
That Section 1, Chapter 19, of the 

General Laws passed by the Thirty
fourth Legislature be so amended as 
to hereafter read as follows: 

Section 1. That the Twenty-third 
Judicial District of Texas shall be 
composed of the Counties of Brazo
ria, Fort Bend, Wharton and Mata
gorda, and the terms of the district 
court in said counties shall be held 
therein each year as follows: 

In the County of Brazoria, oogin
ning on the first Monday in Septem
ber of each year, and niay continue 
in session for five weeks. 

In the County of Fort Bend, be
ginning on the fifth Monday after the 
first Monday In September of each 
year, and may continue in session 
for five weeks. 

In the County of Wharton, begin
ning on the tenth :Monday after the 
first Monday In September of each 
year, and may continue in session 
five weeks. 

In the County of :Matagorda, be
ginning on the seventeenth Monday 
after the first Monday in September 
ot each year, and may continue In 
session five weeks. 

In the County of Bruorla, begin
ning on the first Monday in Febru
ary ot each year, and may continue 
In ses!lion for six weeks. 

In the County of Fort nend, be.-
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ginning on the si ' Monday after 
the first M'Onday in February of each 
year, and may continue in session for 
six weeks. 

In the County of Wharton, begin
ning on the twelfth Monday after 
the first Monday in February of each 
year, and may continue in session 
for six weeks. , 

In the County of Matagorda, be
ginning on the eighteenth Monday 
after the first Monday in February 
of each year, and may continue in 
session for six weeks. 

Sec. 2. That all process issued or 
served before this Act takes effect, 
including recognizances and bonds 
returnable to the district court of 
any of the c:ounties of the TwentY
third Judicial District shall be con
sidered as returnable to said court, 
in accordance with the terms as pre
scrib-ed in this Act, and all such pro
cess is hereby legalized, and grand 
and petit juries drawn and selected 
under existing laws in any of the 
counties of said Judicial District 
shall be considered lawfully drawn 
and select-ed by the term of the court 
of their respective counties held 
after this Act takes effect, as herein 
provided. All such process is hereby 
legaliz-ad and validated. 

It is further provided that if any 
court in any county of said district 
shall be in session at the time this 
Act takes effect, such court or courts 
affected hereby shall continue in ses
sion un ti! the term th-ereof shall ex
pire under the provisions of existing 
laws, but thereafter the court in such 
'county shall conform to the require
ments of this Act. 

Sec. 3. The fact that one week 
int-ervenes between the adjournment 
of the District Court of Matagorda 
County and the convening of said 
court in Brazoria County, causes a 
delay in the trial of cases, both civil 
and criminal, creates an emergency 
and an imperative public necessity 
exists that the constitutional rule re
quiring bills to be read on three sev
eral days should be suspended, and 
the same is so suspended, and this 
Act shall take efl·ect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

Committee R
Austin, Texas, February 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

B1lls have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 317, an1l 
f<llnd it correctly enrolled, and have 
this day at 9: 40 o'rlock a. m. pre
sented same to the Governor for his 
approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Johnston of Harris. S. B. No. 317. 

An Act to authorize cities of over five 
thousand in population to adopt or 
amend their charters by consolida
tion with an adjoining city in the 
same county under the name and 
government of the larger of said 
cities; autboriz~'ng the holding of 
joint elecflons by the qualifle<l 
voters of said cities for the pur _ 
pose cf determining whether or 
not such consolidation shall take 
place; defining the term "consoli
dation;" providing that in th11 
event a majority of the qualified 
voters voting at such election In 
each of said cities shall vote In 
favor of consolidation the result 
shall be certified to the Secretary 
of State, and recorded by M:m. anrt 
providing for the recording of th .., 
returns of such elections by the 
officers of the respective cities; 
pro>idlng that all property and 
assets of such cities shall become 
the property of the consolidated 
city, which shall assume all out
standing liabilities against the ter
ritory consolidated; providing that 
the officials of the larger of said 
cities shall be the officials of the 
consolidated city, and that the 
offices theretofore existing ln the 
smaller cities be abolished by con
solidation; providing that If such 
cities have on band any bond 
funds voted for public Improve
ments such money shall be used 
for the purposes and in the terri
tory for and by which voted, and 
declaring an emergency. 

Be It enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. When two or more 

cities ln this State, over 11.ve thou
sand in population, adjoining and 
contiguous to each other ln the same 
county, shall be desirous of being 
consolidated, it shall be lawful !'.or 
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them to adopt or amend their re- been made to certify tel the Secretary 
spective charters so as to consolidate of State an authenticated copy under 
under one government and take the the seal of the said cities, showing 
name of the larger of said cities, in the approval of the qualified voters 
the manner and subject to the pro- -of the consolidation of the two cities, 
visions hereinafter prescribed in this and the Secretary of State shall 
Act. thereupon file and record the same 

Sec. 2. Whenever as many as one in a separate book to be kept in his 
hundred qualified voters of each of office for such purpose; provided, 
said cities shall petition the city that the Secretary of State shall not 
councils of their respective cities to be allowed any greater fee for the 
order an election for the purpose of recording of such certificate than fif
voting on the consolidation of such teen cents per hundred words, pro
cities into one city, said city councils vided such fees shall not be less than 
may at their next regular meetings two dollars. The returns of such 
order an election to be held at the elections shall be recorded at length 
usual voting places of the cities, on in the record books of the respective 
the same day, not less than thirty cities, and the consolidation of such 
days after such order is made. If cities shall be held thereupon to be 
said petitions be signed, respectively, consummated. 
however, by qualified electors equal I Sec. 6. After the consummation 
to fifteen per cent of the total vote of such consolidation all record 
cast at the last preceding general books, 'public property, money on 
election for city officials in each of hand, credits, accounts and other 
said cities next preceding the filing assets of the smaller of the annexed 
of said petitions, the respective coun- cities shall be turned over to the 
cils shall, within ten days after the officers of the larger city, who shall 
receipt thereof, order an ehiction to be retained in office as the officials 
be held. The mayor and city coun- of the consolidated city during the 
cil, or other governing board of each remainder of their respective terms, 
of said cities, shall appoint from and by such consolidation the offices 
among the qualified voters of their existing in the smaller municipality 
respective cities judges and clerks of shall be abolished and declared va
said elections, and such elections cant, and the persons holding such 
shall be conducted under the ordi- offices shall not ·be entitled, after the 
nances of said cities, and in conform- consummation of such consolidation, 
,ity with the general laws of the State to further remuneration or' compen
of Texas. sation. All outstanding liabilities of 

Sec. 3. All persons voting at such the two cities so consolidated shall 
election in favor of consolidation be assumed by the consolidated city. 
shall have written or printed on their Sec. 7. Whenever at the time of 
ballots the words "For Consolida- such consolidation the respective 
tion," and all persons voting at such cities shall have on hand any bond 
election not in favor of consolida- funds voted for public improvements 
tion shall have written or printed on and not already appropriated or con
their ballots the words "Against Con- tracted for such money shall be kept 
solidation." in a separate fund and devoted to 

Sec. 4. The term "consolidation," public improvements in the territory 
as used in this Act, shall be held to for which such bonds were voted, 
mean the adoption by the smaller and shall not be diverted to any other 
cities of the charter and name of the purpose. 

· larger of said cities, and the amend- Sec. 8. The fact that there are a 
ment of the charter of the larger number of cities of this State incor
citles so as to inc~ude in its bound- porated under special charters, which 
aries the territory of the smaller charters contain no provision for the 
city or cities so consolidated with it. dissolution of the incorporation, and 

Sec. 5. In the event that a ma- the further fact that the general laws 
jority of the quallfied voters voting of the State provide no metbod by 
at said election in each of said cities which a city incorporated under 
shall vote in favor of consolidation, either general or special law, or by 
it will be the duty of the mayor or which a city which has adopted its 
chief executive officer exercising like own charter, can dissolve such incor
or similar powers of each of said poration and become part of a larger 
cities as soon a,s practicable after city, and the further fact that the 
the returns of said elections havt1 laws of this State provide no method 
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of con~olidation of adjoining cities 
under one government, constitutes 
an emergency and an imperative 
public necessity that the constitu
tional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days be suspended, 
and the same is hereby suspended, 
and th at this Act take effect and be 
in fort e from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 64, and 
find it correctly enrolled, and have 
this day at 9: 4 0 o'clock a . m. pre
sented same to the Governor for his 
approva l. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Henderson. S. B. No. 64. 

An Act to amend Article •116 2 of 
Chapter 3, Title 25, of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of 1911, conferring 
on corporations the power to bor
row money, the purpose of the 
amendment being to permit corpo
rations to borrow In excess of the 
amount of their authorized capital 
stock, and to declare an emer
gency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas. 
Section 1. That Article 1162 of 

Chapter 3, Title 25, of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of 1911 be amended so 
as to hereafter read u follows: 

"Article 1162. Corporations shall 
have power to borrow money on the 
credit of the corporation and may 
execute bonds or promissory notes 
therefor and may pledge the prop
erty and income of the corporation." 

Sec. 2. The fact that many cor
porations have completed arrange
ments for additional loans necessary 
for their proper development but are 
unable to obtain the same because 
of the existence of the present law 
creates an imperative public neces
sity requiring the suspension of the 
constitutional rule that bills shall be 
read on three eeveral daJJS In each 
house, and this Act shall take effect 
and be in force trom and after Us 
passage, and It is so enact9d. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. I;Iobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 216 and 
find it correctly enrolled, and have 
this day at 9: 4,0 o'clock a. m. pre
sented same to the Governor for his 
approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Henderson. S. B. No. 216. 

An Act to reorganize the Seventy
sixth Judicial District of th-e State 
of Texas, so as to declare what 
counties compose the Seventy-sixth 
Judicial District; to fix the time of 
holding court in the various coun
ties of said district; to make the 
process Issued to be served before 
this Act takes effect, Including 
recognizances and bonds, return
able to the terms of courts as 
herein fixed, and continuing in 
office the judge and district attor
ney in each of said districts; to 
repeal all laws In conflict here
with, and declaring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That the Seventy-sixth 

Judicial District of Texas shall here
after be composed of the following 
counties: Titus, Franklin, Camp, 
Morris and Marlon; and the terms 
of the district courts therein each 
year shall be held as follows: 

In the county of Titus, beginning 
on the first Monday in January and 
may continue In session six weeks; 
and on the twenty-second Monday 
after the first Monday In January, 
and may continue in sesalon six 
weeks. 

In the county of Franklin, begin
ning on the sixth Monday after the 
first Monday In January, and may 
continue in session four weeks; and 
on the fourth Monday lo August, and 
may continue In session four weeks. 

In the county of Camp, beginning 
on the tenth Monday after the first 
Monday In January, and may con
tinue in session four weeks; and on 
the fouth Monday after the fourth 
Monday in August, and may continue 
In session four weeks. 

In the coWltY of Morris, beginning 
on the fourteenth Monday after the 
flrst Monday in January, and may 
continue In se1&ion four -eke; ar.d 
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on the eighth Monday after the 
fourth Monday in August, and may 
continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Marlon, beginning 
on the eighteenth Monday after the 
first Monday in January, and may 
continue in s-ession four weeks; and 
on the twelfth Monday after the 
fourth Monday in August, and may 
continue in session four weeks. 

Sec. 2. All processes issued or 
served before this Act goes into 
effect, including recognizances and 
bonds, returnable to the district 
court of any of said counties in each 
of said judicial districts shall be con
sidered as returnable to said courts 
in accordanc-e with the terms as de
scribed by this Act, and all such pro
cess is hereby legalized and all grand 
and petit juries drawn and selected 
under existing laws in any of the 
counties of either of said judicial 
districts, shall be considered lawfully 
drawn and selected for the next 
terms of the district court of their 
respective counties, held In accord
ance with this Act, and after this Act 
takes eff-ect, all such process is here
by legalized and validated; provided, 
that if any court in any county of 
either of said judicial districts shall 
be in session at the time this Act 
takes effect, such court or courts 
affected hereby shall contin111e in ses
sion until the term thereof shall ex
pire under the provisions of existing 
laws, and thereafter the said courts 
o·f said county or counties shall con
form to the requirements of this Act. 

Sec. 2a. All laws and parts of 
laws in con1Uct herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 3. The crowd~d and congest
ed condition of the dockets of said 
counties compo11ing said Sev-enty-sixth 
Judicial District, and the want of 
time for the disposition of said busi
ness by the said courts, creates · an 
Imperative public necessity and an 
emergency exists requiring the sus· 
pension of the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three 
aeveral days; therefore said consti
tutional rule Is hereby suspended 
and this Act shall take effect from 
and after the passage hereof, and It 
Is so enacted. 

Committee Room, 
1 Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hohby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills llave carefully examined and 

compared Senate Bill No. 81 and find 
~t correctly enrolled, and have this 
day at 9: 40 o'clock a. m. presented 
same to the Governor for his ap
proval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By King. S. B. No. 81. 

An Act to amend Articles 5982 and 
5988 of Title 96 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of 1911, relating to 
navigation districts, so as to pro
vide that any navigation district, 
in addition to authority to levY 
taxes for interest and sinking fund 
upon bonds which may be voted, 
shall also be authorized to levy an 
additional tax not exceeding ten 
cents on the one hundred dollars 
valuation upon all property within 
such navigation district for the 
maintenance, upkeep and operation 
of said district and all improve
ments constructed by such district; 
and so as to provide the amount 
of the bond of the county treasurer 
as treasurer of a navigation dis
trict shall be fixed by th-e navi
gation and canal commissioners of 
such district at not less than twice 
the estimated amount of funds 
which will be In the hands of said 
treasurer at any time, except 
where bonds of said district are 
voted, in which event said treas
urer shall execute an additional 
bond in twice the amount of such 
bond issue before receiving the 
proceeds thereof, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be ft enacted by the Legislature of 
The State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Article 5982 of 

Title 96 of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of 1911, relating to navigation dis
tricts, be amended so as to hereafter 
read as follows: 

Article 6982. Whenever such navi
gation district bonds shall have been 
voted, the commissioners court shall 
levy and cam1e to be assessed and 
collected improv-ement taxes upon all 
property within said navigation dis
trict, whether real, personal, mixed 
or otherwise, and suftlcient In amount 
to pay the interest on such bonds, 
together with an additional amount 
to be annually placed In a sinking 
fund suftlclent to discharge and re
deem said bonds at their maturity, 
and in all such navigation districts 
which have heretofore been created 
01' ma:r hereafter be created, tbtt 
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commissioners courts of the respec
tive counties wh ernin said districts 
may be created, shall be and are 
hereby authorized to levy and cause 
to be assessed and collected for the 
maint en~nce, operation and upkeep 
of such navigation district and the 
impron•ments constructed by said 
di strict , an annual tax not to exceed 
ten cents on the one hundred dollars 
va luation upon all property within 
su ch navigation district, whether 
real, personal, mixed or otherwise. 

Sec. 2. That Article 5988 of Title 
9 6 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
1911 , relating to navigation districts 
be and the same Is hereby amended 
so as to hereafter read as follows: 

Article 5988. The county treas
ure r shall execute a good and suffi
ci ent bond, payable to the navigation 
and canal commissioners of such dis
trict, in a sum equal to twice the 
a mount of funds he will have in his 
hands as treasurer of such district, 
at any time as estimated by said 
navigation and canal commissioners, 
such bond to be conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duty as 
treasurer of such district and to be 
approved by said naviga tion and canal 
commissioners ; provided, whenever 
any bonds are vot-ed by such na vi
gation district the county treasurer 
be fore receiving the proceeds of the 
sale thereof shall execute additional 
good and sufficient bond payable to 
the navigation and canal commis
sioners of such distri ct in the sum 
equal to twice the amount of bonds 
so issu ed, which bond shall likewise 
be conditioned and approved as 
aforesaid , but such additional bond 
shall not be required a!ter such 
treasur'!lr shall have properly dis
bursed the proceeds of such bond 
issue; and the county treasurer shall 
be allowed such compensation for his 
serviCtls as treasurer for such navi
gation district as may be determined 
by said navigation and cap.al com
missioners not exceeding the same 
per cent as Is now authorized by law 
for his services as county treasurer. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of 
laws In conflict her'llwith are hereby 
in all things repealed. 

Sec. 4. The fact that there Is now 
no adequate law permitting the levy 
of a maintenance tax by navigation 
districts, notwithstanding several 
na vigatlon districts are under obli
gation to the Federal goTernment to 
maintain certain waterways and 
other Improvements constructed bf 

them and the fact that there Is now 
no adequate law regulating) the 
a mount of bonds required of county 
treasurers as treasurers of naviga
tion districts, create an emergency 
and a n imperative public necessity 
for the sus{ltlnsion of the constitu
tional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, and such rule 
is hereby suspended and this Act 
shall take effect from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 12 and find it correctly enrolled, 
and have this day presented same to 
the Governor for his approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By McCollum. Bee, S. J. R . No. 12. 
Johnston of Harris, 
McNealus, Parr, 
Hudspeth, Gibson, 
Decherd, Caldwell, 
Johnson of Hall. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

Proposing to amend Article 16 of the 
Constitution of the State of Texas 
by adding thereto at the end there
of another Stlction to be known as 
Sectioq 5 9, declaring the conser
vation and preservation of all the 
natural resources of the State of 
Texas are public rights and duties ; 
providing for the creation of con
servation di11trlcts, declaring such 

' districts bodies politic and corpo
rate, defining the authority of such 
districts, and conferring upon the 
Legislature authority to pass laws 
with reference thereto; declaring 
that the Legislature shall have au
thority generally to legislate for 
the purpose of conserving the nat
ural resources of the State; fixing 
the time for the election for the 
adoption or rejection of said pro
posed constitutional amendment; 
making certain provisions for said 
election and the ballots thereof 
and th-e method thereof; directing 
the Issuance of the proclamation 
therefor, prescribing certain duties 
of the Governor of the State and 
making an appropriation to defray 
the expenses of said election. 



SENATE JOURNAL. 697 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Article 16 of the 

Constitution of the State of Texas be 
amended by adding thereto at the 
end thereof another s-ectlon, to be 
known as Section 59, and which shall 
read as follows: 

Section 59. (a) The conservation 
and development of all of the natural 
resources of this State, including the 
control, storing, preservation and 
distribution of its storm anci flood 
waters, the waters of its rivers and 
streams, for irrigation, power and all 
other useful purposes, the reclama
tion and irrigation of its arid, semi
arid and other lands needing irriga
tion, the reclamation and drainage 
of its overflowed lands, and other 
lands needing drainage, the conser
vation and development of its forest, 
water and hydro-electric power, the 
navigation of its inland and coastal 
waters, and the preservation and 
conservation of all such natural re
sources of the State are each and all 
hereby declared public rights and 
duties; and the Legislature shall 
pass all such laws as may be appro
priate thereto. 

(b) There may be created within 
the State of Texas, or the State may 
be divided into, such number of con
servation and reclamation districts 
as may be d-etermined to be essential 
to the accomplishment of the pur
poses of this amendment to the Con
stitution, which districts shall be 
governmental agencies and bodies 
politic and corporate, with such 
powers of government and with the 
authority to exercise such rights, 
privileges and functions concerning 
the subject matter of this amend
ment as may be conferred by law. 

(c) The Legislature shall aµthor
ize all such indebtedness as may be 
necessary to provide all improve
ments and the maintenance thereof 
.requisite to the achievement of the 
purposes of this amendment, and all 
such indebtedness . may be evid-enced 
by bonds of such conservation and 
reclamation ,districts, to be issued 
under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by law and shall also au
thorb;e the levy and collection within 
such districts of all such taxes, -equi
tably distributed, as may be neces
sary for the payment of the interest 
alld the creation of a sinking fund 
for the payment of such bonds; and 
also for the·maintenance of such dis
tricts and improvements, and sucl:' 

ind~btedness shall be a lien upon the 
property assessed for the payment 
thereof; provided the Legislature 
shall not authorize the issuance of 
any bonds or provide for any indebt
edness against any reclamation dis
trict unless such proposition shall 
first be submitted to the qualified 
property taxpaying voters of such 
district and the proposition adopted. 

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitu
tional amendment shall be submitted 
to a vote of 1the qualified el-actors for 
members of the Legislature at an 
election to be held for such purpose 
on the third Tuesday in August, A. D. 
1917, the same being th-e 21st day 
of August, A. D. 1917. At said elec
tion the vote shall be by official ballot 
which shall have printed or written 
thereon the words "For the amend
ment to Article 16 of the Constitu
tion of the State of Texas, providing 
for conservation districts, the crea
tion of such districts and their gov
ernment and regulation," and also 
the words "Against the amendment 
to Article 16 of the Constitution of 
the State of Texas, providing for con
servation districts, the creation of 
such districts and their government 
and regulation." All the voters fa
voring this proposed constitutional 
amendment shall erase the words 
"Against the amendment to Article 
16 of the Constitution of the State 
of Texas, providing for conservation 
districts, the creation of such dis
tricts and their government and reg
ulation," and those opposing it shall 
erase the words "For the amendment 
to Article 16 of the Constitution of 
the State of Texas, providing for con
servation districts, the creation of 
such districts and their government 
and re·gulation," which said erasures 
shall be made by making a mark 
with pencil or pen through said 
words. All ballots cast as above pro
vided shall be counted as cast for or 
against this proposed amendment, 
and if a majority of the votes cast 
shall be for the amendment it shall 
be declared adopted; if a majority of 
the votes cast shall be against the 
amendment said amendment shall be 
lost. All thie provisions of the gen
eral election laws as amended and in 
force at the time said election is held 
shall govern in all respects as to the 
qualifications of electors, the method 
of holding such election and in all 
other respects as far as such election 
laws can be made applicable. 
, Sec. 3. The Governor of this 
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State is hereby directed to issue the 
necessary proclamation for said elec
tion and to have the same published 
as required by the Constitution and 
laws of this State. 

dress a Joint Sessi~on of the Thirtv 
fifth Legislature. · -

· Committee Room 
Austin, -Texas, Feb. 23, 19i7. 

Sec . 4. The sum of five thousand 
dollars ( $5000) or so much thereof 
a s may be necessary is hereby appro
pria t·ed out of any fund s in the State 
treasury not otherwise appropriated 
to defray the expenses of such proc
lamation, publication and election. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President, of the 
Senate. 

.Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 
Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 149 and 
fin_d it correctly enrolled, and hav·~ 
this day at 3 o'clock p. m. presenter! 
same to the Governor for his ap
proval. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P . Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir : Your Commit tee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Concurrent ResoJu. 
tion No. 19 and find it correctly en
rolled, and have this day at 3 
o 'c lock p. m. presented same to the 
Governor for his approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Floyd, McNealus, S. C.R. No. 19. 
Buchanan of Beli, 
Alderdice, Buchanan 
of Scurry, Johnson 
of Hail. 

Whereas, That great and true 
Democrat, Wiliam Jennings Bryan, 
who for the past quarter of a cen
tury has been fighting the battles of 
democracy and the interest of the 
plain people of th!s country; and 

Whereas, This great Democrat has 
thrice led the Democratic party in its 
fight to reBcue the people from the 
tyranny of Republican misrule and 
has come out of each campaign 
stronger in the confidence of the 
masses ; and 

Whereas, He was the greatest 
factor in placing in the ·wMte House 
one of the greatest Presidents since 
the dayS of Lincoln; and 

\l\' hereas, During the re-election of 
President Wilson it was through h!s 
campaign in the West that this sec. 
tion of the country was largely in
fluenced in its electoral vote; and 

Whereas, Thj,s unimpeachable Dem. 
ocrat stands at the forefront in try_ 
Ing to preserve peace with all the 
world, and is recognized today as a 
leading factor In shaping the gov
ernmental policies of our States and 
Nation; be It 

Resolved. That this distinguished 
American citizen be Invited to ad-

SMITH, Cha.i,rman. 

By Dayton, Lattimore. S. B. No. 149_ 

An Act to amend Chapter 117 of th.i 
General Laws of the State of 
Texas, passed at the Regular Ses
sion of the Thirty-fourth Legisla
ture of Texas, relating to county 
libraries. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Chapter 117 of 

the General Laws of the State of 
Texas, passed at the Regular Session 
of the Thirty-fourth Legislature, be 
amended so as to hereafter read as 
follows: 

Sec. 2. The county commiaslone~s 
courts of the several counties shall 
have power and authority to estab
lish, maintain, and operate withh1 
their respective count.i.es county free 
libraries, In the manner and w.i.th 
the functions prescribed in this Act. 
The said commissioners court shall 
also have the power and authority 
to establish in co-operation wit11 
another county or counties, a joint 
free county Ubrary for the benefit 
of the co-operating counties. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court 
of any county may establish county 
free libraries for that part of sucli 
county lying outside of incorporated 
citt~s and towns already maintaining 
free public libraries, and for such 
additional parts of such counties as 
may elect to become a part of, or to 
partklpate In such county free libra
ry system, as hereafter provided In 
this Act. On their own inltlatlv•~. 
or when petltionel} to do so by one 
hundred or more voters of that part 
of the county to be affected by this 
Act, the commlss4>ners court shall 
order an election to .be held In salil 
portion of the county to determin•' 
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whether or not it is · the will of a 
majority of the voters of such por· 
tion of the county to estab1l;sh a 
county free library. This election 
must be held not earlier than fifteen 
nor later than sixty days from date 
of the order, and such election shall 
be governed by the regulations an 1 
laws governing local option election•. 
The ballot shall have printed upon 
them, "For a county free library" 
and "Against a county free library," 
as the court may order. Returns of 
said election shall be made at the 
first session of the commissioners 
court following the election. If a 
majority of the votes cast are for a 
county free library or against a coun· 
ty free library, an order shall be made 
upon the minutes of said court de
claring the result, and this order 
shall be prima facie evidence of th<i 
legality of all proceedings prior 
thereto. If a majority of the votes 
cast in this election favor the estab
lishment of a county free library, the 
commissioners court shall proceed to 
establish and provide for the main
enance of such library according to 
the further -provisions of this Act. 
No other election shall be held on 
this subject until the lapse of tw" 
years. 
· Sec. 4. The county library shall 
be located at the county seat, In the 
court house, unless more suitable 
quarters are available. The librarian 
shall endeavor to gf,ve an equal and 
complete service to. all parts of the 
county through branch libraries and 
deposit stations In schools and other 

· localities where suitable quarters 
may be obtained, thus distributing 
books and other printed matter as 
quickly as circumstances will permit. 

Sec. 6. Upon the establishment of 
a county free library the commis
sioners court shall appoint a. county 
librarian who shall hold office for the 
term of two years subject to prior 
removal for cause after a hearing by 
sal.d court. No person shall be eligi
ble to the ofll:ce of county librarian 
unles11 Pr.liOr to hts appointment he 
has received from the State boartl 
of lil;>rary examiners, a certificate of 
qualification for the ofilce. 

Seq. 6, A ce>mmissioner is hereby· 
created to be known· as the State 
board of library examiners, consist
£17.g· of the State Librarian, who shalt 
be ex o.11lcto chairman of the board, 

the librarian of the State University, 
and three other well }.rained libra
rians of the State, who shall at first 
be selected by the State Librarian 
and the librarians of the . State Uni
versity. The · term of each shall be 
for six years, one retiring every two 
years. Hi:S successor shall be chosen 
by the remaining members of the 
board in ~xecutive session. The 
members of said board shall receive 
no compensation for their services 
except actual necessary traveling ex
penses pa,id out of the State library 
fund. Said board shall arrange for 
an annual meeting and for such 
other meetings as may be necessary 
in the pursuance of its duties. Said 
board shall pass upon the qualifica
tions of all persons desiring to be
come county librarians in the State 
of Texas and may in wr!ti'ng adopt 
rules and regulations not inconslsent 
with the Jaw of its government and 
for the carrying out of the purpose 
of this Act. 

Sec. 7. The county commissioners 
court shall fix the salary of the libra
rian and assistants at the same tim;, 
they fix the salary of the other ap
pointive county officers. 

Sec. 8. The librarian of all county 
libraries shall on or before the first 
day of October in each year report 
to the commiss!:Oners court and to 
the State Librarian the operation of 
the county library during the year 
ending August 31 preceding. Such 
report shall be made out on .blank 
furnished by the· State library and 
shall contain a statement of the con· 
dit!on of the library, its operation 
during the year, and such financial 
and book statistics as are kept in 
well regulated llbraries. 

Sec. 9. The county library shall 
be under ·the general supervision of 
the commlsaioners court. The county 
librarian shall have the power t" 
make rules and regulations for the 
county free library, to establlsb 
bi-anches and stations throughout th<>. 
county to determine the number. and 
kind of employes of such library, 
and with the approval of the com.. 
missioners court, to appoint and dis
miss such employes. 

Sec. 10. The county free libraries. 
ot the State . shall also be under the 
general supervision of the State 
librarian, who shall from time to 
time either personally or by one of 
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his assistants, visit the county free 
libraries and inquire into their con. 
ditions. advising wJth the librarianti 
and the commissioners court, an'1 
rendering such assistance In all mat. 
ters as the State library may be able 
to gi\·e. 

Sec . 11. The county librarian 
shall, prior to entering upon th•! 
duties of his oflice, file with the 
county derk the usual oath of 
office and a bond conditioned upon 
the faithful performance of his duties 
with sufficient sureties approved 
by a judge of the county court 
of which the librarian is to be the 
librarian in such sum as may b -o> 
determined upon by the commis
sioners court. The county librarian 
shall, subject to the general rules 
adopted by the commissioners court, 
build up and manage according to 
accepted rules of library manage
ment a 1:0brary for the people of the 
county and shall determine what 
hooks and other library equipments 
shall be purchased. The count y 
librarian and assistants shall b ·~ 
allowed actual and necessary travel
ing expenses incurred in the business 
of the library. 

Sec. 12. After a county free !I.bra. 
ry has been established, the com
mlsloners court shall annually lev; 
In the same manner and at the same 
time. as all other taxes are levied, a 
tax not to excePd five cents on the 
one hundred dollars valuation on all 
properly in such c0unty outside of 
all lncorporateil c.!ties and towns 
already supporting a free publlr 
library, and upon all property wlthi'll 
all Incorporated cities and towns 
already supporting a free public 
library which have elected to become 
n part of such county free library 
systems provided In this Act for the 
purpose of maintaining county free 
libraries and purchasing property 
therefor. 

Sec. 13. The commissioners court 
Is authorized and empowered to re
ceive on behalf of the county an:J; 
gift, bequest or dev>lee for the county 
free library or for any branch or sub
division thereof. The title to all 
property belonging to the county fre<! 
llbrary shall he vested In the county. 
but where gifts or bequests shall be 
made for the benefit of any branch 
or branches of the county free llbra_ 
ry, such gMts or bequests shall be 

administered as designated by the 
donor. 

Sec. 14. All laws applicable to the 
collection of county taxes shall apply 
to the collection of the taxes herein 
provided. All funds of the county 
free library, whether derived from 
taxation or otherwise, shall be In the 
custody of the county treasurer or 
other official who may discharge th'I! 
duties commonly delegated to the 
county treasurer. They shall consti
tute a separate fund, to be known as 
the "county free library fund," and 
shall not be used for any other pur
pose except those of a county free 
library. Each claim against the 
county free library fund shall be au
thorized and approved by the county 
librarian, or, In his 11bsence from the 
county, by his assistant. It shall 
then be acted upon in the same man
ner as are all other claims against 
the county. 

Sec. 15. Any white person of such 
county may use the county free 
library under the rules and regula
tions prescribed by the county com
misslon'l!rs court and may be entitled 
lo all the privileges thereof; pro
vided, said court shall make proper 
provisions for the negroes of said 
county to be served through a sepa
rate branch or branches of the county 
free library, which shall be adminis
tered by custodians of the negro race 
under the supervision of the county 
librarian. 

Sec. 16. In any county where a 
farmers' county llbra'ry has been es
tablished as provided in Chapt-er 122 
of the Acts of the Regular Session of 
the Thirty-third Legislature, the 
same shall continue to operate as a 
farmers' county library unless by 
vote of the electors of said county 
It Is decided to establish a county 
free library, in which case the for
mer shall merge with and become 
part of the latter. 

Sec. 17. Aft'l!r the establishment 
of a county free library as provided 
in this Act, the board of commission
ers, common council or other legis
lative body of any Incorporated city 
or town in the county maintaining a 
free public library may notify the 
commissioners court that such a city 
or town desires to become a pa.rt of 
th'll county free library system, and 
thereafter 1mch city or town shall be 
a part thereof and Its Inhabitants 
shall be entitled to the benefits of 
such county free library and the 
property within such city or town 
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shall be liable for taxes 1-evied for 
county free library purposes. But 
the board of commissioners, common 
council or other legislative body of 
such incorporated city or town may 
at any time after two years notify 
the commissioners court that such 
city or town no longer desires to be 
a part of the county free library 
system, and thereafter such city or 
town shall cease to participate in the 
benefits of such county free library 
system and the prop-erty situated in 
su r town shall no longer be 
lia taxation for county free 
lib poses; provided, however, 
th board of commissioners, 
co ouncil or other legislative 
bo uch incorporated city. or 
to the commission-ers court 
six s' notice and publish at 
lea a week for six successive 
we r to either giving or with
dra uch notice in a county 
ne designated by said board 
of ioners, common council or 
oth lative body and circulated 
thr  such city or town notice 
of ntemplated action, giving 
da lace of meeting at which 
suc mplated action is proposed 
to . 

The county commision
ers wherein a county free 
lib s b-een established under 
the ons 9f this Act shall have 
ful  and authority to enter 
int cts with any incorporated 
cit n maintaining a free public 
lib d such incorporated city 
or all, through its board of 
co ers, common council or 
oth slative body, have full 

•po enter into contracts with 
suc y to secure to th-a resi
de uch incorporated city or 
to same privileges of the 
co  library as are enjoyed by 
the ts of such county outside 
of orporated city or town, or 
suc -eges as may be agreed 
up uch contract, upon such 
co on to be named in the con
tra ay be agreed upon, the 
sa e paid into the county 
lib d, and thereupon the resi
de uch incorporated city or 
to have the sam-e privileges 
wi rd to said county free 
lib are had by the residents 
.of unty outside such incorpo
·rat r town, or such privileges 
as agreed upon by contract 

The commissioners court 
of nty wh-erein a county free 

library has been established under 
the provisions of this Act, shall have 
full power and authority to enter 
into contracts or agreements with 
the commissioners court of any other 
county to secure to the residents of 
such other county such privileges of 
such county free library as, may, by 
such contract, be agreed upon, and 
upon such consideration as may, in 
said contract, be agreed upon, the 
same to be paid into the county free 
library fund, and thereupon the in
habitants of such other county shall 
have such privileges of such county 
free library as may by such contract 
be agreed upon; and the commission
ers court of such county shall have 
fUll power and authority to -enter 
into a contract with the commission
ers court of another county wherein 
a county free library has been estab
lished under the provisions of this 
Act, and shall have power to levy a 
library tax, as provided in this Act, 
for the purpos-e of carrying out such 
contract. But the making of such 
contract shall not bar the commis
sfoners court of such county from 
establishing a county free library 
therein, and upon the establishment 
of such county free library such con
tract may be terminated upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon by the 
parties thereto, or may continue for 
the term thereof. 

Sec. 20. Instead of establishing a 
separate county free library, upon 
p-etition of 10 0 or more voters of the 
county, the commissioners court shall 
order an election to determine wheth
er library privileges shall be obtained 
from an established library. Said 
election shall be h-eld as provided in 
Section 3 of this Act. If a majority 
of the votes cast in this election favor 
the .obtaining of library privileges by 
contract, the commissioners court 
shall enter into .a contract with the 
governing board of such established 
library to s-ecure to the residents of 
the county adequate library privi
leges. Such contract shall provide 
that said established library shall 
assume the functions of a county free 
library within the county with which 
the contract is made, including in
corporated cities and towns therein. 
Such contract shall also provid-e that 
the librarian, of such established 
library shall hold, or secure, a county 
librarian's certificate from the State 
board of library examiners. The 
commissioners court may contract to 
pay annually into the library fund of 



702 SENATE JOURN'AL. 

said established ll.brary such sum as 
may be agreed upon. Said sum shall 
lJ.e paid out of the county library 
fund provided for In Section 12 of 
this Art. Either party to such con
tract may terminate the same by 
giving six months' notice of intention 
to do so. Property acquired under 
such contract shall be subject to 
division at the termination of con
tract upon such terms as specified In 
such con tract. 

Sec. 21. Where found to be more 
practicable, two or more adjacent 
counties may join for the purposes 
of this Act and establish and main
tain a free library under the terms 
and provisions aboV'e set forth for 
the establishment and maintenance 
of a county free library. In such 
cases the combined counties shall 
have the same powers and be subject 
to the same liabilities as a single 
count y as provided in this Act. The 
commissioners court of the counties 
which have combined for the estab
lishment and maintenance of a free 
library shall operate jointly In the 
same manner as does the commis
sioners court of a single county In 
carrying out the provisions of this 
Act. Should any county desire to 
withdraw from such combination, It 
shall be en ti tied to a division of 
property In such proportion as agreed 
upon In the terms of combination at 
the time such joint action was taken. 

Sec. 22. After a county free library 
has been established It may be dis
established In the following manner: 
Upon petition of five hundred or 
more of the qualified voters of that 
part of the county voting to establish 
a county free library, the commis
sioners court shall call and hold an 
election for the purpose of and In 
tbe same manner as prescribed In 
this Act for calling and holding an 
election to establlsh a county free 
library to determine If It Is the will of 
the county or part of said county to 
disestablish the county free library. 
Should a majority of the votes cast 
!n such an election favor the dis
establishment of the county free 
library It shall become the duty of 
the commissioners court upon the 
termination of existing contracts to 
call In all books and movable prop
erty of the defunct county free library 
and to have the same sorted, Inven
toried and stored under lock and seal 
In some dry and suitable place in the 
county court house. 

Sec. 23. In caae any section of 

this Act, or any proviso therein, Is 
found unconstitutional or invalid for 
any reason, the same shall in no wise 
affect the remaining sections of this 
Act. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Concurrent Resolu. 
lion No. 18 and find it correctly en
rolled, and have this day at 3 o'clock 
p. m. presented same to the Governor 
for his approval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Clark, l\lcNealus, S. C. R. No. 18. 
Johnston of Harris, 
Hudspeth, Wood
ward, Caldwell, 
Gibson, Page, 
Decherd, Smith, 
Dayton, Hall, Alder
dice, King, Parr, 
Buchanan of Bell, 
Harley, Mccollum, 
Bee. 

Whereas, Our country is witness
ing the most turbulent tlme11 ever 
known In the history of the world, 
a time when wisdom and patriotism 
on the part of every citizen are 
needed for both the Immediate and 
future welfare of our beloved coun
try, to guide us In all our words and 
actions; and · 

Whereas, We learn from reliable 
sources that a distinguished citizen 
of our State, former United Stat011 
Senator Joseph W. Balley, whoso 
eminent services to his State and 
country have challenged the admlra· 
tlon of all, and shown him to be one 
of the truly wise and great men of 
bis time; a man who has the brain 
to grasp and the courage to proclaim 
the truths that underlie and uphold 
this free repu bllc, ls to vlsl t Fort 
Worth In the near future as the 
guest of that city; and · 

Whereas, Thia distinguished states
man, though having voluntarily re
tired from public office, still enjoys 
the confidence of his fellow citizens, 
and his voice ts still potent In leading 
the people ln aafe paths; therefore 
belt 

Resolved, That the Senate and 
House of Representatives extend to 
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him an urgent invitation to visit 
Austin at an early da~ and addres~ 
the Legislature and the public on 
whatever subject may appear to him 
to be most important at this time to 
the welfare of our State and Nation. 

Resolved, That a committee of six 
be appointed, three by the Lieutenant 
Governor on the part of the Senate, 
and three by the Speaker . of t.h.i 
House on the part of that body, to 
convey to our distinguished fellow 
citizen the invitation herein and 
hereby extended him with the earnest 
hope that he will see fit to accept 
same. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate Bill No. 238 an<l 
find it correctly enrolled, and have 
this day at 3 o'clock p. m. presented 
same to the Governor for his ap
proval. 

SMITH, Chairman. 

By Bailey. S. B. No. 238. 

An Act to authorize cities, towns and 
villages, incorporated under and 
by virtue. of any Act of the Con
gress of the Republic of Texas, 
general or special, to accept the 
provisions of Chapters 1 to 13, 
both inclusive, of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes of the State of 
Texas, and amendments of 1911, 
1913 and 1915 thereto, upon a 
two-thirds vote of the city, town 
or village council thereof, and to 
authorize and empower the city or 
town council thereof to enlarge or 
diminish, alter or change and 
redefine the bounds and limits of 
sucll cities, towns and villages so 
as to make them conform to the 
requirements of Article 777 of the 
Revised Statutes, and providing 
.that any and all property of such 
cities, towns and villages accepting 
the provisions of Chapters 1 to 13 
of Title 22 of tile Revised Statutes 
of Texas shall remain the property 
of such city, town or village, and 
may be sold by the councils of 
such cities, towns and villages and 
the proceeds of such sales appro
priated to the purchase, acquisi
tion or construction and mainte-

nan'ce and operation of systems of 
waterworks, sewer, gas and elec
tric light and power plants and 

, lighting systems and for other 
public improvements within such 
cities towns and villages, as may 
be d~termined by the councils of 
such cities, towns and villages, and 
declaring an emergency, ' 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That any city, town or 

village within this State, incorpo
rated under any law, general or 
special of the Republic of Texas, re· 
gardless of the extent of the bounda
ries thereof, or the number of its 
population, may accept the provisions 
of Chapters 1 to 13, both inclusive, 
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes 
of Texas of 1911, and the amend
ments of 1911, 1913 and 1915 there
to, relating to cities and towns, in 
lieu of any existing charter created 
by any such law of the Republic of 
Texas, by a two-thirds ·vote of the 
council of such city, town or village; 
which action by the council shall be 
had at a regular meeting thereof and 
entered upon the journal of their 
proceedings, and a copy of the salf.e, 
signed by the mayor and attested by 
the clerk or secretary under the cor
porate seal, filed and recorded in the 
ofilce of the clerk of the county court 
of the county In which such city, 
town or village is situated, and the 
provisions of said Chapters 1 to 13, 
both inclusive, of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes of Texas of 1911, 
and the amendments of 1911, 191!! 
and 1915, thereto shall be in force, 
and all Acts theretofore passed in· 
corporating said city, town or village, 
which may be in force by virtue of 
any -existing charter shall be repealed 
from and after the filing of saltl copy 
of their procedlngs ns aforesaid, 
when such city, town or village is so 
incorporated as herein provided, the 
same shall be known as a city ot· 
town, subject to the provisions of 
Title 22, and all amendments thereto 
relating to cities and towns and 
vested with all the rights, powers, 
privileges, immunities and fran
chises therein conferred, 

Sec. 2. All the inhabitants of each 
city, town or village so accepting the 
provisions of Chapters 1 to 13 of 
Title 22 of the Re-vised Statutes of 
Texas, and the amendments thereto, 
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shall con!inuetO. be a body ~C>rp()rate, with.in or Wlthout th!l lhnlt.s .Of' such 
with perp~t.µa! i;µccesston, bY the clt.Y or '.lo"wn, Or !or anY .9(her public 
nan1e a·nd style by which such city, imnrovement within satii city or 
town or ':ma~e was kllown . t!efo,re the. ioW;n. 11.s the council thereof Illar 
acceptance of ~he pr,o·yisl9ns of s,uch qetei:.mln!). · 
tifle; and a11 s.uch they e:n4 theh Sec. 4, . J3.e It. further' enacted that 
successol'I! by tira( uaml! shalf have, vihenev.er. there .shall .exist within the 
exerc\se and e.nJoy au rights, im.tnunl t!oundarles o.t .atty such city, tow11 or: 
Oes, P<>:wei:s.. PtlvHeges and f.ran- ·vJUage. ,accepting the pr,ovJslons o{ 
chti;:es pos~essed and enJoYed by the !,'.:bal!tel'.B 1 to 1a o~ '.J."IUe· ,,2 ~ of th~ 
~ame at the time .. or the McePtan('.1~ R.ev.:ilied. ,Statute.a pt ' Texas, and ·the 
gt the pro\'l.sions of such 'I'itle ~2 of amendments tlui.reto. un(jer .tbe pro
tl)e l'l.evised Statutes of Tex.as anrl visli>nll' of thls Act, t11r-rltory to th~ 
the. a.mend1'nents ·tn_ere,to, an.d those extent' ot at .. lee.st ,, ten act~s; con: 
here.In grante4 .11nd c,C)l!f.erre.d, anu iliuoua:;· uninhabited and !1d1olning 
shall be sub]ect lo all the, dut ies and the lines. o.f .suc.h cltY .or ~owA, the 
obligations pertall;).ing to or lneum- mayor ·a;µ,d cnuiicil of such clcy or 
heni oil the same as a. C:Orporation t«>w.n shall. within one ye.@.r, ,from 
a't the tl!lle of the acceptance of tile the filing In the office of the clerk Q.f 
provish>ns Pf . such. title, and may U1e county c.otirt or th.e lletlon o.t the 

-corilaJn and fi!.stabUsh such acJs .• laws.: cou.ncn accepting. the pr:oY4slons of 
regi1t11ttons an'd o.rdinancl'S,. not ln- this Act, or as soon thereafter as' 
c.onslstent with the Cons.UtuUon an!} practlcl\hle, an!f before they shall 
la"·s ot thfs · :stat:e.· as · ~haii b.e .need- levy llnY taxe,ll fqr S!lld city or. towri, 
fUl fOr '.the government:, t1rterest, web by O:l"di.nan.ce d.utr pasiu!d d-ls.continnfl 
rar·e and good !mlel'· ·of' said bod;v ~alp territQry as a p.art. of said c;lty 
politic, and ., under the same name, 0., t!)wn an,d . shall redefine . ~he 
shalX bE1 .known· In la'\'I' , and be caPa· bo.un.ds and limits. of such city 9r 
ble. of contracting :and being con~ tQw..n so that t_hey shall cQ.nform its 
tra¢Jed with, suing and being su·e.;l, n,eariy as. practicable tg u~:e: requlr.e
impleading and being ':fmpleade.d:, ments of Article. 777 o1 tile Revised 
ansv:erl.ng' .and Qelng an$Weted unto •. ' Statutes :Of Te.xas ;' , and, w.hen said 
in a:n court$: a.nd places, .and• In ·all ordibalices has .been d,Jtly p_a5sed, UtE! 
mavers 'Yha,.te.y.e.1';. niay take, hoM · clerk shall enter ;in otdet t<> that 
.and put,cMse:. 1.ease1 grabt and <;on,. effe.ct on the nihi:ute!! or records of' 
ve:y !lJ1nh real and J>ersonal or .lll'ixe4, the c.lty or tqwn council; and. tr.om 
pr()perJy or estate. as tlte 11urnose_s ot and _ after the' -ant:l'Y -of· 11uch order1 
th.e !;ori)or'atlon Jllay r.eQJilM, ;<.vi thin sai4. territQr): sh_a,ll cel;lse te> b.e <Ii par~ 
or ":ttliou(. the · limits thereof : am! :ot said c{ty or town; prov:llted~ that' 
nia.)· make. hl\Ye·<an&' ui;e a co.rp0r.a,te shoulc1 th!!.re. be sl~uateg ,w.!thln the 
seal an<! change and renew the. sam.:- . said territory, .so dfsccmtlnuedi· an:y 
at pleasure.; property of any description belon.g-

Sec; 3. Be .!tJ~~rtl!er ebacted that. lnghi,,.:said C:ity Ol' town •.. the tltlet ... 
all p.roperty, real, personal or mixE>d, said property, so situated,. shlill re•. 
belonging to any sil.i:h dty, town, <IT main in such ' city or town and may 
''lllage, so incorporatM un!}er and be sold, alienated . an·d di11pos,ed pf 
by virtue -of anr law of the Republic by · lfuch city or town, the aa$Ile Ill! 'ff 
.oJ T11xas, general or special, aceept- It were 1;1tuated within U1e boun!J~ 
ing the· provisions_ qf :Cpap~ers i tu -11nd l!m!ll! of i;uc)l . city 0:1· town, 
13 of 'I'IUe 22 6t tl)e Rtvi11ed Statutes; Sec .. 5: . The fa.ct that th.ere I~ n:ow 
of Tex.as of 19H,; J1.nd the amend- ,,po P~Pvlslon wlrereby· dt!ei;, towns 
:ments or 1~1J, 1-.913 and 1916, ls, ;tnd villages 'Cr.eated by the laws of 
h~retiy Yeste4: Ill th.e CQrporaUon thu.'1 .the Repubitc 0t T~xas, alid . coiitall\
created1 Md the council of such ~itY. tng a .superftclal area: r;re~tei- than 
tO'wn <>r yUlage Iii herel>r authorize<.! that provided In. Article 777, and thC: 
an!J empowered to sell and .alien;tte- further fact that there is no me~hod 
s,uCll property and ._ to appr0pri,a,te the provided by law. where))y l!UCh cities, 
proceeds -ot such ilille to tb'e acqulei- towns anil vUl!lges- may a.mend th.elr 
tl<Jn or' ceonstructton,· m.ainteJJ.&U:ce charters,, anif the nea.r a,pprQ!l~h ot 
and operation r:Jf ~ "'..at.er. aewer. ga:I Ute ,end of· the sesslQp ci;:ea.t!IB a.11 
an4 eiec!tlg light and P<>wer r;ystem, emergency and .an Imperative p~b}le 
oi' iu1y· pne oi: moi:e of suc.h systems, necessity that the rule Tcl)qulrlng t.hu 
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bills be read on three several days be 
suspended, and said rule is hereby 
suspended, and this Act shall take 
effect and be in force from and after 
its pa11sage, and it is so enacted. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
, Texas, 

Monday, Fe y 26, 1917. 
The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. 

m., pur  to adjournment, and 
was cal o order by Lieutenant 
Governor W. P. Hobby. 

The roll was called, a qorum being 
present, the following Senators an
swering to their names: 

Alderdice. Hudspeth. 
Bailey. Johnson of Hall. 
Bee. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Bell. King. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Lattimore. 
Caldwell. McColl um. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Dayton. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Floyd. Robbins. 
Gibson. Smith. 
Hall. Strickland. 
Harley. Suiter. 
Henderson. Westbrook. 
Hopk Woodward. 

bsent-Excused. 
Dech

Pra by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Journal 

of yesterday, the same was dispensed 
with on motion of Senator West
brook. 

Excused. 

Senator Decherd, for today and in
definitely, on account of sickness, on 
motion of Senator B~e. , 

Petitions and Memorials. 

See AppendiL 

Committee Reports. 

See Appendix. 

Bills. Signed. 

The Chair, Lieutenant Governor 

46-Senate. , 

Hobby, gave notice of signing and 
did sign, in the presence of th~ Sen
ate, after their captions had been 
read, the following bills: 

S. B. No. 330, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create a Criminal District 
Court for the Counties of Nueces, 
Kleburg, Willacy and Cameron, and 
to prescribe the jurisdiction thereof 
as a criminal court; and also con
ferring pon said court the power to 
try and etermine divorce suits, to 
fix time for holding the terms there
of; to provide for .the appointment 
and election of the judge thereof; to 
provide for the sheriff, clerk and at
torney thereof, and their election; to 
limit and conform thereto the juris
diction of the court of the Twen:ty
eighth Judicial District of the 
State of Texas; to conform and vali
date all writs, processes, bonds, re
cognizances and drawing of petit and 
grand juries of such courts to the 
changes made herein; and to define 
the jurisdiction of the district court 
of the Twenty-eighth Judicial Dis
trict of Texas; to repeal all laws and 
parts of laws in conflict herewith and 
declaring an emergency." 

S. B. No. 322, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Tilden Inde
pendent School District in MlcMullen 
County, Texas, and defining the 
boundaries, etc., and declaring an 
emergency." 

S. B. No. 355, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act declaring that all bonds is
sued under and by virtue of the Fed
eral Farm Loan Act approved by the 
President of the United States July 
17, 1916, shall be lawful investment 
for all fiduciary and trust funds and 
may be accepted as security for all 
public deposits where deposits of 
bonds or mortgag>es are authorized 
by law to be accepted; declaring such 
bonds lawful investment for all 
funds which may be lawfully in
vested by guardians, administrators, 
trustees and receivers, for saving de
posits of State banks, for banks, sav
ing banks, and trust companies char
tered under the laws of Texas, for 
all insurance companies chartered or 
transacting business under the laws 
of Texas where investments are re
quired or permitted, and providing 
that where such bonds are secured 
by notes or other obligations the 
payment of which is secured by mort
gage, deed of trust or other valid 
lien upon real estate situated in this 
State, then that such bond or bonds 
shall be regarded for investment pur-


